REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA
March 23, 2016; 8:30 a.m.
5620 Birdcage Street, Suite 110
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
(916) 967-7692
AGENDA
The public shall have the opportunity to directly address the Board on any item of interest before or during the Board’s
consideration of that item. Public comment on items within the jurisdiction of the Board is welcomed, subject to reasonable
time limitations for each speaker. Public documents relating to any open session item listed on this agenda that are
distributed to all or a majority of the members of the Board of Directors less than 72 hours before the meeting are available
for public inspection in the customer service area of the Authority’s Administrative Office at the address listed above. In
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability and need a disability-related modification or
accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the Executive Director of the Authority at (916) 967-7692.
Requests must be made as early as possible, and at least one full business day before the start of the meeting.

1.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public who wish to address the
committee may do so at this time. Please keep your comments to less than
three minutes.

3.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Minutes of the February 17, 2016 Executive Committee meeting
Action: Approve Consent Calendar item

4.

RWA POLICY UPDATES
Action: Recommend RWA Board approval of Associate Members
Policy 100.3
Action: Recommend RWA Board approval of Purchasing Card
Policy 500.8

5.

WATER EFFICIENCY UPDATE
Information Presentation: Amy Talbot, Senior Project Manager

6.

REGIONAL RELIABILITY PLAN UPDATE
Information Presentation: Rob Swartz, Manager of Technical Services

7.

LEGISLATION UPDATE
Presentation: Dave Brent, Water Policy Advisor
Action: Adopt RWA positions on California Senate and Assembly
Bills

8.

RWA MAY 12, 2016 BOARD MEETING
Action: Approve Agenda for May 12, 2016 Meeting of the RWA
Board of Directors

9.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

10.

DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT
Upcoming meetings:
Upcoming Executive Committee Meetings – April 27, 2016 and May 25, 2016
at 8:30 a.m. at the RWA office
Next RWA Board of Directors' Meeting – Thursday, May 12, 2016, at 9:00 a.m.
in the RWA conference room, 5620 Birdcage Street, Ste. 110, Citrus Heights, CA
95610

March 23, 2016

AGENDA ITEM 3: CONSENT CALENDAR
The draft minutes from the Executive Committee meeting held February 17, 2016
Action: Approve Consent Calendar Item

Regional Water Authority
Executive Committee Meeting
Draft Minutes
February 17, 2016

1.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Short called the meeting of the Executive Committee to order at 8:30 a.m.
Individuals in attendance are listed below:
Executive Committee Members
S. Audie Foster, California American Water
Marcus Yasutake, City of Folsom
Spencer Short, City of Lincoln
Jim Peifer, City of Sacramento
Debra Sedwick, Del Paso Manor Water District
Robert Dugan, Placer County Water Agency
Kerry Schmitz, Sacramento County Water Agency
Rob Roscoe, Sacramento Suburban Water District
Pam Tobin, San Juan Water District
Staff Members
John Woodling, Rob Swartz, Nancy Marrier, Amy Talbot, Monica Garcia and
Katrina Gonzales, legal counsel.
Others in Attendance
Nicole Krotoski participated via conference call.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
None
3.

CONSENT CALENDAR
The minutes from the Executive Committee meeting held January 27, 2016.
Mr. Yasutake noted a correction on page 5 of 6 under Directors’ Comments, it
should read the “new mayor for the City of Folsom is Steve Miklos”.
Motion/Second/Carried (M/S/C) Ms. Sedwick moved, with a second by
Ms. Tobin, to approve the minutes from the January 27, 2016 Executive
Committee meeting with the above noted correction.
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4.

DEVELOPMENT OF FISCAL YEAR 2016 – 2017 BUDGET
Each year the RWA Executive Committee (EC) reviews and makes a
recommendation for adoption of the budget by the full board. The discussion of the
Fiscal Year 2016-2017 budget (“FY17 Budget”) started at the January 27, 2016 EC
meeting. The EC was presented with a list of the significant decisions that impacted
the development of the budget objectives and outcomes which drive fees and
expenses. At the March 10, 2016 meeting, the Board will be presented these items
to give their recommendations to staff on how to proceed for incorporation in the
budget proposal.
Draft Budget Highlights discussed by John Woodling
The Executive Committee recommendations included transitioning from a retired
annuitant to a full time staff member for a more active role in advocacy. Last year
the Board agreed that a government relations program would be developed based
upon the adopted goals of the strategic plan. It was agreed that RWA was an
appropriate vehicle and voice to advocate on legislative and regulatory issues on
behalf of the region. The FY16 budget provided $100,000 in the consulting budget
for government affairs contract services. RWA hired retired annuitant Dave Brent to
temporarily fill this role. Mr. Brent started working on the program in March 2015.
Due to the retired annuitant status1, RWA can only use Mr. Brent for a limited
duration of time. Therefore, RWA will start implementing the transition to a
permanent staffing solution in fiscal year 2017. There are organizational benefits to
have permanent staff hired before the new legislative cycle begins in calendar year
2017.
Additionally, there was a new designation added for the Strategic Plan Fund in
FY16 to put aside money for these implementation activities. This Strategic Plan
Fund was funded by capping the operating fund at four months and any excess
available resources over four months was then directed towards this fund. The
intent of the designation was to support future activities while mitigating large singleyear fee increases. This set aside amount for the final FY16 budget was estimated
to be approximately $141,000. For FY17, a new staff member was included under a
new line item that showed the amount that would be needed for a full time staff
member for 9 months, with Mr. Brent budgeted at $50,000 for use as a consultant to
assist the new staff member with the transition. The EC directed staff to remove the
new line item and include the new staff in with the other staff salaries and benefits.
The FY17 draft budget also reflected using a portion of the strategic plan fund in
FY17 to pay for the partial year staffing.
The IRWMP program was previously a subscription based program and has been
considered a core activity of RWA since FY15. Since its transition to a core
program, the budget reflects funding of this work from the remaining designation.
The designation is being used in the current fiscal year. RWA will need to increase

1

The rules for CalPERS state that “Retirees can be hired into retired annuitant positions to perform work
of limited duration.”
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fees by approximately $25,000 for costs associated with this program in fiscal year
2018.
Over the last year, the WEP Program Manager has been assisting with RWA core
functions. Some of these activities have included State Water Resources Control
Board emergency regulations, water supply data collection, the water-energy study,
and the RWA annual report. During the upcoming budget cycle, approximately 10%
of the staffing costs associated with this position are being shifted to RWA core
dues.
Additional increased expenses are included in the FY2017-18 budget. RWA’s lease
will be coming up for renewal in fiscal year 2018. RWA staff negotiated a very
favorable lease rate at the time ACWA JPIA moved out of the building. RWA needs
to plan for a significant increase in our lease in 2018.
RWA is planning on making the $225,000 for the unfunded pension liability
allocated by CalPERS in FY16. The SGA portion of this liability was estimated to
be $99,000. SGA has been informed by CalPERS that their membership is
approved and they will begin making their own payments beginning in FY17. The
projections beyond FY17 include additional payments of the unfunded liability for
RWA only.
The draft budget presented at the Executive Committee meeting proposed a 13%
increase on general fees. For medium sized agencies, if connection fees
increased, these agencies will experience a greater than 13% fee increase.
Budget Assumptions included in the staff report
1)
2)

3)
4)
5)

6)

Associate membership has four members. A new affiliate membership
classification was approved by the Board and has ten new members to
date.
SGA service fees represent 50% sharable costs according to the
Administrative Services Agreement, and excludes the Water Efficiency
Program staffing, the water policy staff, and the retired annuitants for the
water policy advisor and SGA2.
SGA Pension plan service agreement fee is estimated to be $99,000 and
will be paid prior to June 30, 2016.
Subscription program revenues provide 16% of needed RWA Core
revenues and reflect income earned from providing staffing and office
support to subscription based programs, including the WEP.
IRWMP “revenues” are funds from the IRWMP cash designation which had
been set aside when the IRWMP program converted from a subscription
based program to a CORE program. The IRWMP program will be
expending additional funds in FY16 and FY17 the remaining fund in FY18.
Powerhouse Science Center reflects five year allocated funding. The
member portion represents funding from RWA members. Other funding in

2

Recall that RWA also hired a different retired annuitant in FY14 to work on programmatic activity
exclusively for SGA and invoices SGA for these services.
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7)

8)

9)

10)

11)
12)
13)

14)

15)

FY15 represented grant funding of $50,000 plus an annual funding of
$5,000 from WEP.
The core program budgets for all staffing positions including the WEP
position. The retired annuitants’ costs are reflected in the consulting
expenses. The retired annuitant for SGA is reflected in the staffing
expenses as a separate line item. Benefit costs also include projected
increases for OPEB and health care, and a reduction of a 2% employer pick
up of the employee portion of PERS retirement benefits (starting at 7% in
FY15 and decreasing to 0% by FY19).
Excluding the WEP program manager, the project assistant position, the
water policy position, and the retired annuitants, the staffing costs are
allocated 50/50 to SGA and RWA. These allocations result in 4.8 FTEs for
RWA and 2.2 FTEs for SGA for a total of 7 fulltime positions. The retired
annuitants are not included in the FTE count.
Staff salaries are within ranges assigned by a 2012 total compensation
survey and reflect a possible 5% increase for merit (including COLA), plus
2% to compensate for the employees paying 2% of their PERS retirement
contribution.
The budget reflects a payment of $225,000 for the unfunded accrued
pension liability for CalPERS. This payment to CalPERS assumes a
$99,000 reimbursement from SGA. The payment amount will be made by
June 30, 2016.
Office cost increases are based upon estimated increases in FY17. For
FY18 and beyond, these costs are estimated at 3% annual increases unless
specific increases have been identified, such as the office lease renewal.
Expanded RWA involvement in external issues necessitates increased legal
fees. The CALPERS pension benefits issue is projected to be resolved by
the end of FY16.
Professional fees include higher audit, accounting and actuarial analysis
fees due to the new reporting requirement for GASB 68, public relations,
water policy consulting services, and $20,000 for unexpected items. A
water policy retired annuitant will continue to be engaged while the new staff
member takes over those responsibilities.
In looking out to the future, RWA can anticipate a potential 10% increase in
dues in FY18 in order to meet expenses, continue paying the unfunded
pension plan liability and the Strategic Plan Fund. Future projections
assume RWA and SGA share staffing and administrative costs and
subscription based programs will continue to contribute 16% of revenues to
pay for Core staffing and office costs.
Finally, no changes to membership are anticipated, including any decline
due to agency consolidations or nonparticipation. These changes would
have a significant impact on rate increases in the future. RWA will continue
to attempt to grow membership.

There was discussion about Woodland-Davis and when they will begin serving
water and what their service connection numbers will be. It was suggested that the
Executive Director talk with Dennis Diemer before the next RWA Board meeting to
determine their options and future intentions.
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It was suggested that the Associate Policy be adjusted, so that the Associate dues
increase at the same percentage that the member dues increase.
For presentation to the RWA board the budget needs to be consistently
transparent to be easily understood. A grant awards page will also be included to
show the regional benefits of membership for RWA members.
5.

WATER EFFICIENCY UPDATE
On February 2, 2016, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water
Board) approved extending the Emergency Regulation until October 2016. This
Emergency Regulation became effective February 13, 2016. The regulation text
was based on the May 5, 2015 Emergency Regulation and carries much of the
same language. However, there are some notable changes and additions. The
statewide 25% water savings goal was extended from June 2015 to February 2016
to an updated deadline of October 2016 to match the new Regulation’s timeframe
(savings are still compared to 2013). New water agency conservation targets
incorporate several adjustment opportunities that can decrease an agency’s
conservation target. The first adjustment addresses climate impacts on water
demand. Each agency in the Sacramento region should receive a 3% adjustment
to their agency’s current conservation target. This default adjustment should be
automatically reduced for all agencies and posted on the State Water Board’s
website. The second and third adjustments address growth impact on water
demand and new local drought-resilient sources of supply. Additional information
must be submitted to the State Water Board for an adjustment in these two areas
by March 15, 2016. Cap for all adjustments is 8% per agency. New conservation
targets become effective for March 2016 reporting. February 2016 production is
still assessed on an agency’s original conservation target effective June 2015.
Water agencies will be assessed for compliance to the new targets based on
cumulative savings from June 2015 through the current month until October 2016.
Smaller suppliers (that are not urban water suppliers) must submit a report by
September 15, 2016 that identifies total potable water production, by month, from
December 2015 through August 2016. Smaller suppliers received no adjustments
from their original 25% conservation target.Additional language in the February 2nd
Emergency Regulation prohibits Homeowners Associations/Community Service
Associations from penalizing residents for reducing or eliminating the watering of
vegetation or lawns during a declared drought emergency.
State Water Board staff will monitor and evaluate available data on precipitation,
snowpack, reservoir storage levels, and other factors and report back to the State
Water Board in March and April 2016 and, if conditions warrant, bring a proposal
for rescission or adjustment of the Emergency Regulation to the State Water
Board in May 2016.
The Water Efficiency Program’s Public Outreach Committee met on February 10,
2016 to discuss regional messaging moving forward. The Committee decided to
continue current messaging until April/May 2016 when the State Water Board
committed to reassess water supply conditions. Current messaging is that we are
still in a statewide mandated drought and need to conserve to meet our
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conservation targets. Calls to action include: turn off sprinklers till spring, replace
high water use fixtures with high efficiency fixtures and find and fix leaks.
Depending on the State Water Board’s interpretation of water supply conditions in
April/May 2016, messaging about the state and region’s drought status may be
modified. Should the conservation targets remain the same or slightly decrease,
calls to action will support the general theme of “Rethinking Your Yard” and will
include: limit landscaping watering following your water provider’s guidelines,
prioritize your landscape putting your trees first, check sprinkler systems for
efficiency and upgrade your landscape with low water use plants. When and if the
drought tapers off, the Committee supports transitioning drought messaging to
longer term messaging about efficient water use both indoors and outdoors.
Mr. Woodling said that we need to decide what our messaging is on conservation
and what we need to get prepared for the State Water Board. It was suggested
that a separate handout be available providing information to those residents that
may be replanting their lawns to use locally appropriate low water use varieties. .
An additional message for the handout would be to reduce the overall percent of
your landscape that is planted with grass and replace with alternative low water
use plants and shrubs. It was also suggested that RWA should partner with West
Sacramento on water conservation ideas for Raley Field with opportunities for the
area outside the stadium. Overall there are adequate funds for the outreach
program through October 2016.
6.

MARCH 10, 2016 RWA BOARD MEETING AGENDA
The draft agenda was included for the March 10, 2016 full Board meeting. Mr.
Woodling said that a good response is expected for the RFQ contractor selection for
the Regional Reliability Plan.
M/S/C Ms. Sedwick moved, with a second by Mr. Dugan, to approve the
March 10, 2016 proposed RWA Board meeting agenda.

7.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Government Affairs Update – Mr. Woodling reported that the deadline for
introduction of legislation is February 19th. Staff will assess the legislation and
report to the RWA board at their March meeting with a complete list of bills and
RWA positions presented at the March Executive Committee meeting. The
regulations for SGMA are due to be released any day now with a 30 day public
comment period with 3 meetings held throughout the state. Mr. Woodling will be
working on the regulations from the standpoint of RWA, SGA, ACWA and the DWR
Practitioner Advisory Panel and will be commenting on the regulations.

8.

DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS
Mr. Roscoe thanked Ms. Marrier and Ms. Krotoski for their work on the budget
item. Sacramento Suburban Water District experienced a leak in one of their
pipes.
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Ms. Sedwick asked when the RWA building lease was up. Mr. Woodling replied
that the lease will expire in August of 2018. Ms. Sedwick reported that during the
recent Washington DC trip they had 46 appointments. During the meetings one of
the questions asked was regarding the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act. She also noted that due to the Flint Michigan situation EPA is delaying the
new copper ruling.
Mr. Dugan commented that today’s “Lunch and Learn” on the Flow Management
Standard is an event that should be held for all the cities in our region.
Chair Short said that he attended the Water Leadership Forum through NCWA that
included four municipal type water providers. The event was very informative.
Nevada Irrigation District sees the value of RWA membership and has an interest
in discussing the grant funding that RWA has received. The County of Placer has
expressed interest in becoming an RWA Associate member.
9.

CLOSED SESSION UNDER GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 54954.5(C) AND
54956.9(D) – UPDATE ON CALPERS CONTINUED OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE
PENSION BENEFITS TO RWA EMPLOYEES
No closed session was necessary.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business to come before the Board, Chair Short adjourned the
meeting at 10:11 a.m.
By:
Chairperson
Attest:
Nancy Marrier, Board Secretary / Treasurer
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AGENDA ITEM 4: RWA POLICY UPDATES
BACKGROUND:
Changes to RWA policies should be reviewed every few years. Associate Members
Policy 100.3 and Purchasing Card Policy 500.8 are attached for the Committee’s
review.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Action: Recommend RWA Board approval of Associate Members Policy 100.3
Action: Recommend RWA Board approval of Purchasing Card Policy 500.8

REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL
Policy Type
Policy Title
Policy Number
Date Adopted
Date Amended

:
:
:
:
:

General
RWA Associate Members
100.3
April 23, 2003
May 15, 2014
May 12, 2016

RWA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Entities eligible to become Regional Water Authority (RWA) Associate Members
include public or private entities with water management responsibilities and
authorities who are not municipal water suppliers in this region. Agencies or
water utilities that deliver potable retail or wholesale water in this region are not
eligible to become RWA Associates, as these agencies are eligible to become
RWA Members or Contracting Entities. Associate members may include, but are
not limited to agricultural water providers, wastewater agencies, flood control
agencies, and water planning organizations.
Each entity that applies to become an RWA Associate must be approved by a
two-thirds majority vote of the RWA Board of Directors. RWA Associates do not
hold a seat on the RWA Board, and therefore are not eligible to vote on RWA
Board business or policy matters, including legislative/policy issues under
Section 7(a) of the RWA joint powers agreement. RWA Associates pay an
annual fee equal to 0.1% of the entity’s annual operating budget, rounded up to
the next even thousand dollars, subject to a cap set by the RWA Board of
Directors. The maximum annual fee for an RWA Associate is set at $10,500 per
year. The annual fee for RWA Associates is subject to adjustment by the RWA
Board in the development and approval of the annual budget.adjustment from
time to timeby the RWA Board. RWA Associates are eligible to participate in
RWA subscription programs, and will not be subject to non-member surcharge
fees for such programs.

100.3 RWA Associate members 051216100.3 RWA Associate members

REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL
Policy Type
Policy Title
Policy Number
Date Adopted
Date Amended

:
:
:
:
:

Fiscal Management
Purchasing Card Policy
500.8
September 11, 2008
January 10, 2013
May 12, 2016

Purpose of the Policy
The purpose of this policy is to establish the Regional Water Authority’s (RWA)
requirements for procuring materials and trade services on credit through the use of
purchasing cards.
Definitions
Purchasing Card means the merchant purchase authorization card issued and
administered by the State Department of General Services under the CAL-Card
program. No other type of purchasing card will be authorized for RWA purchases.
Cardholder means the following RWA employees: the Executive Director, the Finance
and Administrative Services Manager, the Manager of Technical Services, the Principal,
Senior, and Associate Project Managers and the Executive Assistant.
Authorized Purposes
RWA Purchasing Cards are provided solely for the purpose of obtaining authorized
Authority goods and services. No other uses of RWA Purchasing Cards are permitted.
The RWA’s Executive Director (or his or her designee) will have oversight of the
Purchasing Card program for the RWA.
A Purchasing Card may not be used for personal transactions. Any employee who uses
or authorizes the use of the RWA Purchasing Card for unauthorized purposes will be
required to immediately reimburse the RWA for the purchase and will be subject to
disciplinary action up to and including termination. If the employee cannot repay the
unauthorized amount immediately and the RWA is required to use the “VISA Waiver of
Liability,” the employee will still be required to pay the RWA in full for the purchase.
Authorized Users and Purchasing Limits
The following RWA employees are authorized Purchasing Card holders, and may make
purchases within the dollar limits specified:
1

Authorized User

Purchasing Limits

Executive Director

$10,000 per transaction; $10,000 per month

Finance and Administrative Services
Manager
Manager of Technical Services

$5,000 per transaction; $5,000 per month

Principal and & Senior Project Managers

$5,000 per transaction; $5,000 per month

Associate Project Manager

$2,500 per transaction; $2,500 per month

Executive Assistant

$1,500 per transaction; $2,500 per month

$5,000 per transaction; $5,000 per month

Purchasing Card holders are required to: (1) follow all current Authority purchasing
procedures and policies when placing orders; (2) document the receipt of goods or
services; (3) receive monthly statements from U.S. Bank, review invoices on the
statement, attach receipts, shipping orders and other required documentation; and (4)
sign the statement of account before forwarding them to the Executive Director each
month. If any charges are in dispute, card holder must comply with any RWA or CALCard procedures to facilitate processing the dispute.
If a Purchasing Card is lost or stolen, the Purchasing Card holder must report the lost or
stolen card to the Executive Director immediately.
Transaction and monthly amounts may be increased exceeded only with prior written
approval of a specific purchase by the Executive Director, but may not exceed the
Executive Director limits.
Areas of Responsibilities
The Executive Director has overall responsibility for the Purchasing Card program
within the RWA, will ensure that this policy is followed at all times and will provide for
training to all Purchasing Card holders as necessary. The Executive Director has the
authority to issue cards at his or her discretion.
Reporting
A detailed listing of all transactions made by the Executive Director will be provided to
the RWA Chair to review, consider and approve each month. The Executive Director
will review, consider and approve all staff transactions monthly.
Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed by the Executive Committee at least every two years.
2

March 23, 2016

AGENDA ITEM 5: WATER EFFICIENCY UPDATE
BACKGROUND:
Regarding the Emergency Regulation, the State Water Resources Control Board
(State Water Board) staff committed to monitor and evaluate available data on
precipitation, snowpack, reservoir storage levels, and other factors and report back to
the State Water Board in March and April 2016 and, if conditions warrant, bring a
proposal for rescission or adjustment of this regulation to the State Water Board in
May 2016. State Water Board staff is meeting with water agencies and associated
organizations (including RWA) across the state to gather ideas on how to evaluate
water supply data and translate that into modifying current conservation targets. This
could include a regional approach for evaluation such as at the hydrologic region
scale. The State Water Board is planning on hosting a public meeting on April 20th to
present a draft proposal and to solicit public comments.
The Water Efficiency Program’s public outreach budget will be supplemented with
$200,000 this year from a Proposition 84 (Round 3) grant. The funding will be used
for advertising buys, events/workshops and customer surveys. The Program has
also been awarded a $2.5 million Department of Water Resources (DWR) Water
Energy Grant. Work has begun on designing the grant program for launch in June
2016. The program will include direct installs and showerhead giveaways in
disadvantaged communities and commercial, industrial, and institutional fixture
rebates.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Information Presentation: Amy Talbot, Senior Project Manager

March 23, 2016

AGENDA ITEM 6: REGIONAL RELIABILITY PLAN UPDATE
BACKGROUND:
The 2013 RWA Strategic Plan calls for development of a Regional Water Reliability
Plan. The RWA Board recently approved the selection of Montgomery Watson Harza
(MWH) as the prime consultant to begin assisting staff in the development of a scope
of work and budget for the plan. Staff will provide an overview of recent outreach
efforts related to the plan and will give an update on the process to develop the scope
of work.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Information Presentation: Rob Swartz, Manager of Technical Services
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AGENDA ITEM 7: LEGISLATION UPDATE
BACKGROUND:
The deadline for bill introduction for the 2016 California Legislative Session was
February 19, 2016. Staff has subsequently identified and analyzed more than 100
bills related to RWA interests using the priorities, policy principles, and guidance
provided in the RWA Advocacy Program (Advocacy Program) adopted by the Board
in September 2015.
On March 2nd, the Lobbyist Subscription Program Committee met and developed the
preliminary list of bills and recommended positions RWA should take on the “Hot List”
bills. The “Hot List” is defined as those bills considered either high or medium priority
according to the guidance provided in the adopted Advocacy Program. In general,
these types of bills are of significant interest to RWA and will be the focus of our
legislative advocacy efforts.
The low priority and spot bills, as well as bills that are amended, will be watched for
changes that could either increase RWA’s interest or eliminate them from further
consideration.
In addition to the new bills introduced in 2016, there are eleven “Hot List” bills left
over from 2015, referred to as 2-year bills that are still in play and may be acted upon
during the 2016 Legislative Session. It is likely that only a few of these bills will be
acted upon, but it is recommended they remain on the RWA Hot List at this point.
The following is staff’s breakdown of the bills that are of interest to RWA advocacy
efforts:
Total Number of New Hot List Bills
Total Number of 2-Year, Hot List Bills
Total Number of Low Priority Bills
Total Number of Spot Bills

34
11
39
25

It is still early in the legislative process and it should be anticipated that this list and
some of RWA’s positions will change over the coming months as bills are amended.
Attachment A is a summary of the 34 Hot List bills. At this point, the LSP
Committee’s preliminary recommendation is that RWA take a “Watch” position on 29
of those bills. Upon more information gathered from RWA’s contract lobbyist
(Fernandez Government Solutions), follow-up meetings with legislators and their
staff, input from ACWA and other organizations, and other channels, some of these
“Watch” positions may be elevated to Support or Oppose.
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The LSP Committee recommends the following preliminary positions on five “Hot
List” bills:
AB 1555 (Gomez D) - Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund - Support.
This bill would appropriate $1.7 Billion from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund, including funding for turf replacement, toilet replacement and energy
efficient groundwater pump replacement. RWA will meet with the author and
try to include funding for advanced meter instrumentation and pump upgrades
for treatment plants and pump stations.
AB 1749 (Mathis R) - CEQA: exemption: recycled water pipelines –
Support
This bill extends the sunset of a CEQA exemption for construction of recycled
water pipelines and related infrastructure, including related groundwater
replenishment projects, from January 2017 to January 2022.
SB 814 (Hill D) Drought - excessive water use: urban retail water
suppliers - Oppose
SB 814 will require both public and private urban retail water suppliers that
directly provide potable municipal water to more than 3,000 users to levy fines
against excessive water users. The bill prohibits excessive water use and
requires water suppliers to assess a penalty of at least $500 on residential
water customers for every hundred cubic feet used above an “excessive use
definition”.
SB 1317 (Wolk D) - Conditional use permit: groundwater extraction
facility – Oppose Unless Amended
This bill would, by July 1, 2017, require a city or county overlying a basin
designated as a high- or medium-priority to establish a process for the
issuance of conditional use permits for the development of a groundwater
extraction facility. RWA would like to work with the author to amend the bill to
not apply to public water supply wells and provide some consideration for the
status of management of the groundwater basin.
SB 1318 (Wolk D) - Local government: drinking water infrastructure or
services: wastewater infrastructure or services – Oppose
This bill requires cities and special districts to make water and wastewater
services available to existing communities within or adjacent to their spheres
of influence prior to annexing more land or extending services for new
development.
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Attachments B, C and D include the list of “Low Priority” bills, 2-Year Hot Bills, and
“Spot” bills, respectively. Further descriptions and updated information on all these
bills can be accessed on the RWA website under the “Advocacy” page or upon
request.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the Executive Committee adopt the preliminary list of bills and
positions as put forth by the Lobbyist Subscription Program Committee. The entire
list of bills will be tracked continuously, vetted through the LSP Committee, and
brought forward to the Executive Committee to assure appropriate actions are taken
as the 2016 Legislative Session proceeds.
Presentation: Dave Brent, Water Policy Advisor
Action: Adopt RWA positions on California Senate and Assembly Bills

Regional Water Authority – Legislative Hot
List - 2016

RWA’s Legislative Hot List provides the summary and status of significant legislation followed by
RWA’s Advocacy Program. The Hot List includes bills determined to be of High or Medium priority
using the decision matrix included in the Legislative Platform and/or input from the Lobbyist
Subscription Program Committee. For more information on a specific bill, please contact Soyla
Fernandez, Hector Fernandez or Dave Brent.
RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status

AB 1555 (Gomez D) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.

Introduced: 1/4/16

RWA Interest: This bill would potentially benefit RWA’s
efforts to provide State funding for turf replacement and
other water efficiency tools.

Will meet w/ Gomez and
recommend expanding the
groundwater pump repl. to
include other pumps/motors

This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact
future legislation to appropriate $1.7 billion from the GGRF
for the 2015–16 fiscal year, for among other things,
unspecified amounts to DWR for turf and toilet replacement
programs and an energy efficient groundwater pump
replacement program.

SUPPORT

AB 1585 (Alejo D) Monterey County Water Resources
Agency: Lake Nacimiento and Lake San Antonio

Introduced: 1/6/16
Referred to Com. on W, P, & W
on 2/9/16

RWA Interest: For consideration, does RWA want to take
positions on earmark funding issues?
This bill would allocate $25 million from an unspecified
source to the MCWR Agency for the purpose of constructing a
water conveyance tunnel between Lake Nacimiento and Lake
San Antonio to reduce flooding, maximize runoff capture and
reduce saltwater intrusion.

Watch

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm 437 - Com. on W, P, & W

2

[RWA – LEGISLATIVE HOT LIST - 2016]

RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status

AB 1587 (Mathis R) Groundwater: subsidence abatement.

Introduced: 1/6/16

RWA Interest: Two things, first is the “earmark” issue and
second is the proposal to streamline groundwater recharge
during droughts and floods.

Referred to Com. on W, P, & W
on 2/1/16

This bill contains two provisions of interest. The first issue is
a provision that would appropriate $50M of the $100M
authorized in Prop 1 for groundwater resource planning for
those projects that would create groundwater recharge
basins in areas of fallow farmland.

Amended and re-refer to Com.
on W., P., & W. Read second
time and amended on
2/24/16
Watch

The second provision would prohibit, during a Governor
declared drought or flood emergency, the State Board from
requiring a permit to recharge groundwater if the water may
be diverted and used without injury to a lawful user of water,
and the water may be diverted and used without
unreasonable effect on other beneficial uses.
ACWA “Not Favor” because the $50M appropriation is an
amendment to Prop. 1.
AB 1588 (Mathis R) Water and Wastewater Loan and
Grant Program.

Introduced: 1/6/16
Referred to Com. on W, P, & W
on 2/1/16

RWA Interest: This bill offers an alternative source of
funding (i.e., the General Fund) for low income assistance
programs. Consistent with our “Public Goods Policy”.

This bill would require the State Board to establish a

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm 437 - Com. on W, P, & W
Watch

program to provide low-interest loans and grants to eligible,
low income homeowners for specified purposes related to
drinking water and wastewater treatment. Creates the
“Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant Fund” and provides
$20M from the General Fund, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, to the State Board for the program.
AB 1589 (Mathis R) California Environmental Quality Act:
exemption.
RWA Interest: This bill provides CEQA exemption for
projects that are undertaken, carried out, or approved by a
public agency to mitigate the effects of, or conditions caused
by, drought, fire, or flood. This exemption would only apply
while a state of emergency due to drought, fire, or flood is in
effect though it would potentially apply to construction of
new, long-term facilities as well as replacement and repair of
existing facilities.
ACWA favors but doubts CEQA reform bills have much of a
chance of passing.

Introduced: 1/6/16
Referred to Com. on NR on
2/1/16
Amended and re-ref to Com.
on NR on 2/24/16
Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

AB 1590 (Mathis R) State Water Resources Control Board:
appointments.
RWA Interest: Probably a good one to stay out of as this bill
proposes to add four members to the State Board to be
appointed by the Legislature. In other words, would
neutralize the Governor’s appointments.

Status
Introduced: 1/6/16
Referred to Com. on W, P, & W
on 2/1/16

Watch

Amended and re-ref to Com.
on W, P, & W on 2/24/16

ACWA Legislative Committee voted to “Not Favor” for
political reasons.

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm 437 - Com. on W, P, & W

AB 1647 (Waldron R) Environmental quality: water
storage facilities.

Introduced: 1/12/16

RWA Interest: This bill provides a CEQA exemption for
projects to expand the storage capacity of an existing surface
water storage facility, or to replace an existing surface water
storage facility, that is owned and operated by a public entity
if that public entity adopts, by resolution, findings and
declarations that the project meets specified criteria.

Referred to Com on NR on
2/4/16
Watch

Calendar: 3/14/16 @ 3pm –
Rm 447 – Com on NR

Need to watch because could amend into a shortcut to water
storage detrimental to RWA.
AB 1649 (Salas D) Water Quality, Supply, and
Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014: water storage
projects.
RWA Interest: The bill attempts to confirm the commitment
of the Legislature to ensure Prop 1 funding and construction
of qualified, surface water storage projects. Importantly, it
also greases the skids for Temperance Flat Dam and Sites
Reservoir which could probably be considered earmarks and
a change to Prop 1’s intent of having qualified projects
compete for funding.
While these reservoirs are consistent with RWA priorities
and principals related to “Statewide Balanced Management
Solutions Beneficial to the Greater Sacramento Region”, they
may be counter to our stance on “earmarks”.

Introduced: 1/12/16
This bill and AB 2551
(Gallagher) may be combined.
Soyla to follow up and report
back.
Watch

No change in position at this
time.
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status

AB 1716 (McCarty D) Lower American River Conservancy

Introduced: 1/27/16

RWA Interest: The LAR Conservancy would include local
representation plus State officials including, Secretary of the
Natural Resources Agency, and the directors of Finance, Fish
and Wildlife, and Parks and Recreation. Also would include
appointees from the Governor, Senate Rules Committee, and
the Assembly Speaker. Should we advocate for a spot for
Water Forum?

Referred to Com on NR on
2/18/16
More follow up with McCarty’s
office.
Watch

This bill would establish in the Natural Resources Agency the
Lower American River Conservancy to receive and expend
proceeds from bonds or other appropriations for the benefit
of the American River Parkway. The bill would create the LAR
Conservancy Fund in the State Treasury, and would specify
that moneys in the fund shall be available, upon
appropriation, for the purposes of the conservancy.

Calendar: 4/4/16 @ 1:30pm
Rm. 447 – Com. on NR

AB 1749 (Mathis R) California Environmental Quality Act:
exemption: recycled water pipelines.

Introduced: 2/2/16
Referred to Com on NR on
2/18/16

RWA Interest: As noted by ACWA, the original bill was part
of the Trailer Bill process (SB 88) that included the water
system consolidation issue. RWA was opposed to both the TB
process and the consolidation component of SB 88. The bill
itself is helpful.
This bill extends the sunset of a CEQA exemption for
construction of recycled water pipelines and related
infrastructure, including related groundwater replenishment
projects, from January 2017 to January 2022.
While extension of CEQA exemption seems like
something RWA could easily support, do we want to take
a stand on the Trailer Bill process?

If assured this won’t conflict or
compete with water supply
efforts, will consider a support
position

Calendar: 3/14/16 @ 3pm –
Rm. 447 – Com. on NR
Support
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

AB 1755 (Dodd D) The Open and Transparent Water Data
Act.
RWA Interest: As the title implies, this bill is attempting to
upgrade the State’s collection, management, and
transparency of water data, including pending and previous
water transfer information. But, the bill includes provisions
that the State Board consider, among other things adopting a
policy that requires more frequent monitoring and reporting
from water right holders and to set and make public other
water allocation priorities and quantities for wet, average,
and dry periods for the environment and public health and
safety. (Update 3/8/16 – amendments have removed the
above provisions). Recommend that RWA work through
ACWA on this and AB 2304 (Levine).

Status
Introduced: 2/2/16
Referred to Com on W, P, & W
on 2/18/16
Follow up with Dodd’s office
and do other follow up work
to determine recommended
RWA position and
involvement on this bill.
Amended by Author on
3/1/16

WATCH

This bill would enact the Open and Transparent Water Data
Act. The act would require the department to establish a
public benefit corporation that would create and manage (1)
a statewide water information accounting system to improve
the ability of the state to meet the growing demand for water
supply reliability and healthy ecosystems, that, among things,
would integrate existing water data information from
multiple databases and (2) an online water transfer
information clearinghouse for water transfer information
that would include, among other things, a database of historic
water transfers and transfers pending responsible agency
approval and a public forum to exchange information on
water market issues.
AB 1925 (Chang R) Desalination: statewide goal.

Introduced: 2/12/16

RWA Interest: One of several desalination related bills. This
one would establish annual production goals for 2025 and
2030. This would be consistent with RWA Priorities and
Policy Principles if increased use of desalination by exporters
reduce dependency on Delta supplies, as it should,

Referred to Com. on W, P, & W
on 2/25/16

If desalination in the State does become more of a priority,
RWA will need to keep an eye on funding sources and assure
that the beneficiary pays principles are upheld.

Watch

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am Rm. 437 – Com. on W, P & W
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status

AB 1989 (Jones R) Drought: water supply.

Introduced: 2/16/16

RWA Interest: This is included as a “hot list” watch item as it
has some potential to be amended along the lines of the RWA
long term conservation proposal and PCWA’s legislation.

Referred to Com. on W, P, & W
on 2/25/16

Would require the DWR and the State Board, by ____, to
prepare and submit to the Legislature a report that includes
recommendations relating to drought preparedness. The bill
would require the department and the board to conduct an
annual survey of public and private water suppliers relating
to water supply reliability in the event of a drought.

Watch

AB 2040 (Melendez R) Outdoor Water Efficiency Act of
2016: personal income tax credits: outdoor water
efficiency.
RWA Interest: A tax credit for water efficiency
improvements that would be consistent with RWA Priority
Issues and Policy Principles. However, the bill would require
local agency involvement.

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm. 437 – Com. on W, P & W

Introduced: 2/17/16
Referred to Com. on Rev and
Tax on 2/29/16

Watch

This bill, for taxable years beginning on or after January 1,
2017, and before January 1, 2022, would allow a credit equal
to 25% of the amount paid or incurred by a qualified taxpayer
for water-efficiency improvements, as defined, on qualified
real property in this state, as specified.
AB 2099 (Stone, Mark D) Safe drinking water assistance
program.
RWA Interest: In its current form, this bill hits the mark by
providing assistance to low income households without
depending on a PGC on water ratepayers. The bill specifically
requires the State Department of Social Services to establish a
safe drinking water assistance program and fund it with
existing resources. We need to keep an eye on it for
amendments that would utilize a PGC. AB 2099 provides
temporary relief to struggling families who live in homes with
inadequate drinking water supplies by offsetting the cost of
purchasing water during the interim wait for long-term water
supply infrastructure upgrades. The measure allows
impoverished families who live in a community or home with
insufficient, contaminated, or otherwise unsafe drinking
water supplies to access a small supplemental cash benefit
for purchasing water.

Introduced: 2/17/16
Referred to Coms. on HUM. S.
and E.S. & T.M. on 2/29/16
Calendar: 3/29/16 @
1:30pm – Rm. 437 – Com on
Human Services
Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status

AB 2304 (Levine D) California Water Market Exchange.

Introduced: 2/18/16

RWA Interest: This bill attempts to do a lot in managing
water transfers. Key concerns for RWA include 1) the
establishment of the Ca. Water Market Exchange, a 5-member
board, four appointed by the Governor; 2) would this be
funded by a PGC? and 3) provisions that might limit an “open
market” for transfers. Recommend that RWA work through
ACWA on this and AB 1755 (Dodd).

May be heard in committee on
3/20/16

Watch

Would establish the California Water Market Exchange,
governed by a 5-member board, in the Natural Resources
Agency. This bill would require the market exchange, on or
before December 31, 2017, to create a centralized water
market platform on its Internet Web site that provides ready
access to information about water available for transfer or
exchange.
AB 2480 (Bloom D) Source watersheds: maintenance and
repair.
RWA Interest: The stipulation that source watersheds
would be eligible for financing on an equivalent basis with
other water infrastructure may mean this “spot bill” will
become another vehicle for a PGC. RWA should keep an
active eye on this bill.
Would declare it to be state policy that source watersheds are
recognized and defined as integral components of California's
water system. The bill would also declare that their
maintenance and repair are eligible for financing on an
equivalent basis with other water collection and treatment
infrastructure.

Introduced: 2/19/16

Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status

AB 2525 (Holden D) Water-efficient landscaping.

Introduced: 2/19/16

RWA Interest: This bill would encourage local agencies to
incentivize water efficient landscapes. It also creates the
Water Efficient Landscaping Fund that provides funding for
turf replacement and other water efficiency measures for
low-income and disadvantaged communities. It appears RWA
agencies would not be eligible for these funds. The
presumption is the Fund would be part of a PGC.

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm. 437 – Com. on W, P, & W

Would require the DWR to create the California Water
Efficient Landscaping Program for the purpose of
encouraging local agencies and water purveyors to use
economic incentives that promote the efficient use of water,
promote the benefits of consistent landscape ordinances, and
support and enhance turf replacement. This bill would create
the Water Efficient Landscaping Fund and provide that
moneys in the fund are available, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, to the department for certain purposes.

Watch

AB 2550 (Patterson R) State Water Resources Control
Board: instream flow curtailments: compensation.

Introduced: 2/19/16
Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm. 437 – Com. on W, P & W

RWA Interest: – This bill makes an aggressive point about the
impacts of prioritizing in-stream flows during a drought at
the expense of human needs. This bill takes on the State
Board by requiring a fiscal compensation per acre-foot for
water that is authorized under a permit or license due to a
board-issued in-stream flow curtailment. It is not likely to go
anywhere and we may consider moving it off the “hot list”.
Would require the State Board to financially compensate a
person who is unable to divert the full amount of water
authorized under his or her permit or license due to a boardissued instream flow curtailment, and a person who is
required to file a statement of diversion and use and is unable
to divert the same amount of water in the succeeding year
due to a board-issued instream flow curtailment. The bill
would only apply this requirement to instream flow
curtailments issued by the board on and after January 1,
2017.

Watch

AB 2551 (Gallagher R) Surface storage: design-build
contracts.
RWA Interest: This is pretty much a spot bill and it will be
recommended that it be taken off the “hot list”.
Would authorize certain surface storage projects that receive
Proposition 1 funding to use the design-build method of
project delivery.

Introduced: 2/19/16

Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

AB 2601 (Eggman D) Building standards: residential
property: graywater.

Status
Introduced: 2/19/16

RWA Interest: This bill is included because of the potential
impact to and/or concern of local agencies dealing with grey
water systems. The bill amends the building standards to
mandate grey water infrastructure be included in all new
residential units.
Would require the Department of Housing and Community
Development, on or after January 1, 2017, to adopt and
submit to the California Building Standards Commission for
approval amendments to the building standards that require
all new single-family and duplex residential dwelling units
include specified components to allow the separate discharge
of graywater for direct irrigation and that all new singlefamily residential dwelling units include a segregated
building drain for lavatories, showers, and bathtubs to allow
for future installation of a distributed graywater system.

Watch

ACA 8 (Bloom D) Local government financing: water
facilities and infrastructure: voter approval.

Introduced: 2/19/16
This bill still needs to be
carefully reviewed but
indications are that it is
favorable and worth a support
position.

RWA Interest: This measure attempts to add a tool to the
toolbox water agencies can use for funding needed
infrastructure projects. Specifically, it would exempt bonds
sold for purposes of funding water related infrastructure
projects from the 1% property tax limit and it would lower
the voter approval threshold for such bonds from 2/3 of
voters to 55% of voters.
Would create an additional exception to the 1% limit for a
rate imposed by a city, county, city and county, or special
district to service bonded indebtedness incurred to fund the
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement
of wastewater treatment facilities and related infrastructure,
potable water producing facilities and related infrastructure,
nonpotable water producing facilities and related
infrastructure, and stormwater treatment facilities and
related infrastructure, that is approved by 55% of the voters
of the city, county, city and county, or special district, as
applicable, if the proposition meets specified requirements,
and would authorize a city, county, city and county, or special
district to levy a 55% vote ad valorem tax.

Soyla to get more information
from Bloom’s office.
Dave to further review.
Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

SB 814 (Hill D) Drought: excessive water use: urban retail
water suppliers.

Introduced: 1/4/16
Referred to Coms. on NR&W
and JUD on 1/28

RWA Interest: SB 814 will require both public and private
urban retail water suppliers that directly provide potable
municipal water to more than 3,000 users – to levy fines
against excessive water users and define.
The bill prohibits excessive water use and requires water
suppliers to assess a penalty of at least $500 on residential
water customers for every hundred cubic feet used above an
“excessive use definition”.

Amendment Pending
CMUA and ACWA both
working on amendments.
OPPOSE

Would require water providers to:
 Establish an ordinance or rule to create a definition of
excessive use based on local conditions and declare that
excessive use is a waste or unreasonable use of water.
 Assess fines on residential customer’s water bills.
 Have a process for non-payment.
 Have an appeal process for assessed fines.

Introduced: 1/27/16
Referred to Coms. on E., U., &
C. and N.R. & W. on 2/4/16
Amended on 3/7/16
Watch

SB 919 requires the Public Utilities Commission to develop a
special time of use rate for entities that augment local water
supply through recycling, brackish desalting, or desalination.
The bill also requires the Commission to adopt other policies
that address the issue of oversupply.
SB 1233 McGuire D) Joint powers authorities: Water Bill
Savings Act.

Calendar: 3/29/16 @
9:30am – Rm. 3191 – Com.
on Energy, Utilities & Comm

Introduced: 2/18/16
May be acted upon on or after
3/20/16

RWA Interest: Pending review
SB 1233 will provide local governments and disadvantaged
communities the necessary tools to fund water savings
projects for customers who voluntarily participate, thus
helping the state achieve its continued goals of reducing
water us.

Soyla will schedule meeting
with Hill or staff to find out
willingness to amend.
Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm. 112 – Com. on NR & W

SB 919 (Hertzberg D) Water supply: creation or
augmentation of local water supplies.
RWA Interest: SB 919 is attempting to encourage more
recycled water and desalination by cost-effectively tapping
into oversupplies of renewable energy. ACWA concludes that
the existing language discourages inter-regional transfers and
is anti-robust water market. ACWA’s position at this point is
a “Favor if Amended”

Status

Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status

SB 1262 (Pavley D) Water supply planning.

Introduced: 2/18/16

RWA Interest: This bill, along with a few others, including SB
1263, SB 1317, and SB 1318 all take strides towards more
State Board control and seem to also further define the water
system consolidation requirements put into law last year
through the Trailer Bill process, specifically SB 88.

May be acted upon on or after
3/20/16

SB 1262 , in conjunction with SB 1263 builds on the
administration’s Affordable Safe Drinking Water Initiative to
update the “show me the water” bills from 2012 (SB 610 and
SB 221) as follows:
 Integrates GSA’s and consideration of groundwater
sustainability plans into water supply and land use
planning.
• Prohibits use of groundwater to supply new development if
the groundwater basin has been deemed out of compliance
with SGMA (i.e., is “probationary”)
• Prohibits the use of hauled water
• Creates a process to discourage creation of new water
systems when it is geographically and economically feasible
to connect to an existing system

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm. 112 – Com. on NR & W

WATCH

SB 1263 (Wieckowski D) Public water system: permits.

Introduced: 2/18/16

RWA Interest: This bill, along with a few others, including SB
1262, SB 317, and SB 318 all take strides towards more State
Board control and seem to also further define the water
system consolidation requirements put into law last year
through the Trailer Bill process, specifically SB 88.

May be acted upon on or after
3/20/16

Also, there is no definition of “new public water system” in
the bill.
SB 1263 would commencing January 1, 2017, prohibit an
application for a permit for a new public water system from
being deemed complete unless the applicant has submitted a
preliminary technical report to the State Board and would
allow the State Board to impose technical, financial, or
managerial requirements on the permit.

WATCH
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SB 1264 (Cannella R) Monterey County Water Resources
Agency: Salinas River System.

Introduced: 2/18/16
May be acted upon on or after
3/20/16

RWA Interest: This one is simply an earmark question. It
probably doesn’t have much of a chance of getting signed into
law. Does RWA take stances on earmark matters? To be
determined after further direction from the Executive
Committee.
Would appropriate $1,000,000 from the General Fund to the
Monterey County Water Resources Agency, for use in the
Salinas River, to assist in the removal of excess vegetation
and trash, increase efficiency of instream flow using sediment
and vegetation management strategies, and support the
development and implementation of long-term management
policies.

Watch

SB 1294 (Pavley D) The California Community Climate,
Drought, and Jobs Resiliency Act.

RWA Interest: At face value, RWA agencies could benefit
from this bill as it specifically states that in awarding grants, the
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery shall give
priority to projects that would aid urban canopies at the greatest
risk from drought. The bill does not indicate where the funding
would come from so, RWA should keep an eye on this for
potential PGC language.
Would require the Department of Resources Recycling and
Recovery to award grants to local conservation corps
certified by the California Conservation Corps for projects
that improve the climate and drought resiliency of urban
canopies, community landscaping, and urban greening efforts
through the use of various water conservation methods,
including the application of compost and mulch.

Status

Introduced: 2/19/16
May be acted upon on or after
3/23/16
Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm. 112 – Com. on NR & W

Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

Status
Introduced: 2/19/16

SB 1317 (Wolk D) Conditional use permit: groundwater
extraction facility.

May be acted upon on or after
3/23/16

RWA Interest: This bill will require local agencies to issue
permits for groundwater wells unless they adopt an
ordinance regulating the installation of groundwater wells
before July 1, 2017.
Would, by July 1, 2017, require a city or county overlying a
basin designated as a high- or medium-priority basin to
establish a process for the issuance of conditional use permits
for the development of a groundwater extraction facility in
order to prevent a new groundwater extraction facility from
contributing to or creating an undesirable result, as
prescribed.

Soyla will schedule meetings
with Wolk’s staff.
OPPOSE

Calendar: 3/29/16 @ 9am –
Rm. 112 – Com. on NR & W
Introduced: 2/19/16

SB 1318 (Wolk D) Local government: drinking water
infrastructure or services: wastewater infrastructure or
services.

May be acted upon on or after
3/23/16

RWA Interest: This bill is another step towards mandatory
consolidations.
Senate Bill 1318 ensures that disadvantaged communities
secure access to safe and affordable drinking water and
wastewater services. Specifically, this bill requires cities and
special districts to make water and wastewater services
available to existing communities within or adjacent to their
spheres of influence prior to annexing more land or
extending services for new development.

LSP would like to find way to
recommend a support
position. Consider
amendments limiting this bill
to private wells and, possibly
to critically overdraft gw
basins only

Calendar: 3/30/16 @ 9:30a
Rm. 112 – Com. on Gov & Fin
OPPOSE

SB 1340 (Wolk D) Water Conservation in Landscaping Act

Introduced: 2/19/16

RWA Interest: SB 1340 incorporates a requirement for the
permitting of stand-alone irrigation installations for
commercial and large residential landscapes into the Water
Conservation and Landscaping Act. This is definitely an
added workload on local agencies but it does address a
potential problem area. RWA may want to consider a
“Support” position.

May be acted upon on or after
3/23/16

SB 1340 would add to the model water efficient landscape
ordinance a permit requirement for the installation,
expansion, or replacement of specified automatic irrigation
systems for a landscape project on or after July 1, 2017. The
bill would allow the governing body of a local agency to adopt
an ordinance prescribing fees for filing an application for the
permit.

Watch
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RWA – Hot Bill Legislation (New Bills)

Position

SB 1440 (Cannella R) Environmental quality: Water
Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of
2014.

Status
Introduced: 2/19/16
May be acted upon on or after
3/23/16

RWA Interest: A bill seeking to limit CEQA related delays for
impeding storage projects funded through Prop 1.
For certain water storage projects funded, in whole or in part,
by Proposition 1, the bill would authorize the lead agency to
concurrently prepare the record of proceedings for the
project and limits the time. The bill would require the Judicial
Council, on or before July 1, 2017, to adopt a rule of court to
establish procedures applicable to actions or proceedings
seeking judicial review of a lead agency's action in certifying
the environmental impact report and in granting approval for
those projects that require the actions or proceedings,
including any appeals therefrom, be resolved, to the extent
feasible, within 370 days of the certification of the record of
proceedings. The bill would prohibit a court from staying or
enjoining those projects unless it makes specified findings.

Watch

Version 1.b of Hot List Summary – includes review by DB through March 11, 2016. (Removed from Hot List –
AB 1882, AB 2583, AB 2617, and AB 2722)

Attachment B
2016 RWA Low Priority Bills
3/16/2016
AB 1586

(Mathis R) California Environmental Quality Act: Temperance Flat Reservoir.
Summary: The California Environmental Quality Act establishes a procedure by which a person may seek
judicial review of the decision of the lead agency made pursuant to the act. This bill would prohibit the court,
in an action or proceeding alleging a violation of the act, from staying or enjoining the construction or
operation of the Temperance Flat Reservoir unless the court makes certain findings. This bill contains other
related provisions.

AB 1683

(Eggman D) Alternative energy financing.
Summary: The California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority Act
authorizes, until January 1, 2021, the California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing
Authority to provide financial assistance in the form of a sales and use tax exclusion for projects, including
those that promote California-based manufacturing, California-based jobs, advanced manufacturing, the
reduction of greenhouse gases, or the reduction in air and water pollution or energy consumption. The act
prohibits the sales and use tax exclusions from exceeding $100,000,000 for each calendar year. This bill
would instead prohibit the sales and use tax exclusions from exceeding $200,000,000 for each calendar year.

AB 1694

(Lackey R) State Water Resources Control Board: grant program for school drinking water.
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to establish a grant program to award
grants to public elementary and secondary schools to improve access to, and the quality of, drinking water.
The bill would specify various types of projects for which these grants could be awarded. The bill would
require the state board to give priority to applicant public elementary and secondary schools that serve a
disadvantaged community, as defined.

AB 1704

(Dodd D) Water rights.
Summary: Current law requires applicants for appropriation of water for small domestic, small irrigation,
or livestock stockpond use to register with the State Water Resources Control Board, as specified. Current
law requires the registration to include a certification that the registrant has contacted a representative of
the Department of Fish and Wildlife and has agreed to comply with conditions set forth by the Department of
Fish and Wildlife. This bill would, instead, require the registrant to provide a copy of the registrant's
registration form to the Department of Fish and Wildlife and agree to general conditions, as specified.

AB 1713

(Eggman D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: peripheral canal.
Summary: Current law requires various state agencies to administer programs relating to water supply,
water quality, and flood management in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The bill would prohibit the
construction of a peripheral canal, as defined, unless expressly authorized by an initiative voted on by the
voters of California on or after January 1, 2017, and would require the Legislative Analyst's Office to
complete a prescribed economic feasibility analysis prior to a vote authorizing the construction of a
peripheral canal.

AB 1738

(McCarty D) Building Standards: Dark Graywater.
Summary: Would define "dark graywater" as a specified wastewater that comes from kitchen sinks and
dishwashers. This bill would require the Department of Housing and Community Development , at the next
triennial building standards rulemaking cycle, to adopt and submit for approval building standards for the
construction, installation, and alteration of dark graywater systems for indoor and outdoor uses. This bill
contains other existing laws.

AB 1815

(Alejo D) California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: disadvantaged communities.
Summary: Current law requires the California Environmental Protection Agency to identify disadvantaged
communities and requires the Department of Finance, in consultation with the State Air Resources Board
and any other relevant state agency, to develop, as specified, a 3-year investment plan for the moneys
deposited in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Current law requires the 3-year investment plan to
allocate a minimum of 25% of the available moneys in the fund to projects that provide benefits to
disadvantaged communities. Would require the agency to prepare and post on its Internet Web site a
specified report on the projects funded to benefit disadvantaged communities.

AB 1841

(Irwin D) Office of Emergency Services: duties: cybersecurity.
Summary: Would require the Office of Emergency Services to develop and transmit to the Legislature a
state-wide emergency services response plan for cybersecurity attacks on critical infrastructure systems, as
defined. The bill would further require the office to develop a comprehensive cybersecurity strategy setting
standards for state agencies, as defined, and private entities to prepare for cybersecurity attacks on critical
infrastructure systems. The bill would require state agencies, and authorize private entities, to report its
cybersecurity strategy to the office.

AB 1842

(Levine D) Water: pollution: fines.
Summary: Current law imposes a maximum civil penalty of $25,000 on a person who discharges various
pollutants or other designated materials into the waters of the state. This bill would impose an additional
civil penalty of not more than $10 for each gallon or pound of polluting material discharged. The bill would
require that the civil penalty be reduced for every gallon or pound of the illegally discharged material that is
recovered and properly disposed of by the responsible party.

AB 1866

(Wilk R) High-speed rail bond proceeds: redirection: water projects.
Summary: Would provide that no further bonds shall be sold for high-speed rail purposes pursuant to the
Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century, except as specifically provided with
respect to an existing appropriation for high-speed rail purposes for early improvement projects in the
Phase 1 blended system. The bill, subject to the above exception, would require redirection of the unspent
proceeds received from outstanding bonds issued and sold for other high-speed rail purposes prior to the
effective date of these provisions, upon appropriation, for use in retiring the debt incurred from the issuance
and sale of those outstanding bonds.

AB 1871

(Waldron R) Desalination.
Summary: Would provide that it is the intention of the Legislature that when a state agency considers an
application relating to desalination that the agency, when considering alternatives, should consider the cost
of those alternatives in order to ensure that project financing does not become significantly more expensive
or difficult.

AB 1928

(Campos D) Water efficiency: landscape irrigation equipment.
Summary: Would postpone the date by which the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development
Commission is to adopt the performance standards and labeling requirements for landscape irrigation
controllers and moisture sensors to January 1, 2018, and would prohibit, on and after January 1, 2020, the
sale of that equipment unless it meets the performance standards and labeling requirements. The bill would
additionally require the commission, in adopting those standards and requirements, to consider
developments in landscape irrigation efficiency occurring on or after January 1, 2010.

AB 2022

(Gordon D) Advanced purified demonstration water.
Summary: Would authorize the operator of a facility producing advanced purified demonstration water, as
defined, to cause that water to be bottled and distributed as samples for educational purposes and to
promote water recycling. The bill would prohibit the advanced purified demonstration water from being
distributed unless the water meets or is superior to all federal and state drinking water standards. The bill
would authorize advanced purified demonstration water to be bottled at a licensed water-bottling plant in
compliance with specified provisions.

AB 2042

(Harper R) Water desalination facilities.
Summary: Would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation relating to water desalination
facilities.

AB 2043

(Harper R) Desalination.
Summary: Would state that the Legislature recognizes that desalination is an important local and regional
sustainable water supply and reliability option.

AB 2076

(Garcia, Cristina D) Water recycling: beer and wine.
Summary: Current law requires the State Water Resources Control Board to establish uniform statewide
recycling criteria for each varying type of use of recycled water where the use involves the protection of
public health. This bill would require the board to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for the use of
recycled water in the manufacture of beer and wine.

AB 2139

(Williams D) State Water Resources Control Board: California Ocean Plan.
Summary: The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act requires the State Water Resources Control Board
to formulate and adopt state policies for water quality control and to formulate and adopt, and review at
least every 3 years, a water quality control plan for the ocean waters of the state known as the California
Ocean Plan. This bill would require the state board, on or before January 1, 2018, to either amend the plan
or adopt separate standards to address water quality objectives and effluent limitations that specifically
relate to carbon dioxide and pH levels within the state's coastal waters.

AB 2168

(Williams D) Public Utilities Commission Audit Compliance Act of 2016.
Summary: The Public Utilities Act requires the Public Utilities Commission to inspect and audit the books
and records of electrical corporations, gas corporations, heat corporations, telegraph corporations,
telephone corporations, and water corporations for regulatory and tax purposes. This bill, which would be
known as the Public Utilities Commission Audit Compliance Act of 2016, would delete the requirement that
the reports of the inspections and audits and other pertinent information be furnished to the State Board of
Equalization for use in the assessment of the public utilities and instead would require the commission to
post reports of the inspections and audits and other pertinent information on its Internet Web site.

AB 2198

(Brough R) Coastal development permits: desalinization facilities.
Summary: The California Coastal Act of 1976 requires any person wishing to perform or undertake any
development in the coastal zone, as defined, to obtain a coastal development permit, except as specified,
from the California Coastal Commission or from a local government. This bill would require an application
for a coastal development permit for a desalinization project, as described, to be given priority for review,
and would require the issuing agency to expedite the processing of any such permit application.

AB 2373

(Gray D) Merced Irrigation District
Summary: The Irrigation District Law provides for the formation of irrigation districts with prescribed
powers, including acting to put to any beneficial use any water under the district's control. This bill would
appropriate $45,000 from the General Fund to the Merced Irrigation District for implementing irrigation
and water use efficiency strategies for small communal farms in the County of Merced. This bill contains
other related provisions.

AB 2438

(Waldron R) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: recycled water pipelines.
Summary: Would, until January 1, 2020, additionally exempt from CEQA a project for the construction and
installation of a new pipeline or the maintenance, repair, restoration, reconditioning, relocation,
replacement, removal, or demolition of an existing pipeline, not exceeding 8 miles in length, for the
distribution of recycled water within a public street, highway, or right-of-way and would require the lead
agency to undertake specified activities, including the filing of a notice of exemption for the project with the
Office of Planning and Research and the office of the county clerk of each county in which the project is
located.

AB 2444

(Garcia, Eduardo D) California Water Quality, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access Improvement Act of
2016.
Summary: Would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact the California Water Quality, Coastal
Protection, and Outdoor Access Improvement Act of 2016, which would authorize the issuance of bonds to
finance a water quality, coastal protection, and outdoor access improvement program.

AB 2446

(Gordon D) Natural resources: protection.
Summary: Current law declares that resource conservation is of fundamental importance to the prosperity
and welfare of the people of this state. This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact
legislation that would protect the state's land and water resources.

AB 2534

(Nazarian D) Los Angeles River.
Summary: Would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to promote the revitalization of
the Los Angeles River.

AB 2617

(Mayes R) Water efficiency measures.
Summary: Would require the Energy Commission to develop and solicit comments on a proposed report, in
consultation with certain subject matter experts, by December 1, 2017, and, by July 1, 2018, to issue a final
report that contains, among other things, the projected benefits of recommended voluntary water efficiency
measures and an analysis of any unintended adverse environmental impacts that would result from various
water efficiency measures.

AB 2722

(Burke D) Transformative Climate Communities Program.
Summary: Would create the Transformative Climate Communities Program, to be administered by the
Strategic Growth Council. The bill would appropriate $250,000,000 from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund to the council to administer the program. The bill would require the council, in coordination with the
California Environmental Protection Agency Assistant Secretary for Environmental Justice and Tribal
Affairs, to award competitive grants to specified eligible entities for transformative climate community
plans in disadvantaged communities, as defined.

SB 930

(Gaines R) Bear Lake Reservoir: recreational use.
Summary: Current law requires the Lake Alpine Water Company, on or before January 1, 2016, to file with
the Legislature a report on the recreational uses at Bear Lake Reservoir and the water treatment program
for that reservoir. Current law provides that, upon a finding of noncompliance, the Lake Alpine Water
Company could be subject to suspension, amendment, or revocation of any permit issued pursuant to
specified provisions, and that failure to comply with these provisions would be deemed a violation subject to
specified fines, penalties, or other enforcement actions. This bill wuld require the Lake Alpine Water
Company to file the report on or before January 1, 2018, and would delete these provisions on January 1,
2019.

SB 953

(Lara D) Central Basin Municipal Water District.
Summary: Would prohibit the Central Basin Municipal Water District from using sole source contracts,
except as prescribed. This bill would require the district to rebid a contract if the district significantly
changes the scope of work of the contract. This bill would require the general manager of the district to
submit a quarterly report to the district's board detailing all of the district's contracts, contract
amendments, and contract and amendment dollar amounts. By imposing new duties on a municipal water
district, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related provisions
and other existing laws.

SB 974

(Committee on Governance and Finance) Local government: omnibus.
Summary: The Planning and Zoning Law requires that the safety element be reviewed and updated, in the
case of flooding and fire hazards, upon the next revision of the housing element after specified dates or, in
the case of climate adaptation and resilience strategies, upon either the next revision of a local hazard
mitigation plan after a specified date or on or before January 1, 2022, as applicable. This bill would instead
require a planning agency to review and revise the safety element to identify new information, as described
above, only after to address flooding and fires.

SB 995

(Pavley D) Well standards.
Summary: Would, on or before January 1, 2019, require the Department of Water Resources to update well
standards for certain types of wells based on existing knowledge. This bill would require the department to
establish an advisory panel to identify critical gaps in existing knowledge about the best practices for well
construction, alteration, maintenance, and destruction for these wells. This bill would, on or before January
1, 2022, require the advisory panel to make recommendations for improvements in well regulations and the
department to submit the recommendations to the State Water Resources Control Board.

SB 1000

(Leyva D) Land use: general plans: environmental justice.
Summary: The Planning and Zoning Law requires the legislative body of each county and city to adopt a
comprehensive, long-term general plan for the physical development of the county or city and of any land
outside its boundaries that bears relation to its planning. This bill would add to the required elements of the
general plan an environmental justice element that identifies and appraises the burdens of undesirable land
uses within disadvantaged communities, as defined, or that disproportionately impact a particular
population on the basis of race, national origin, ethnic group identification, religion, age, sex, sexual
orientation, color, or disability for specified purposes.

SB 1026

(Nielsen R) Department of Fish and Wildlife: lake or streambed alteration agreements.
Summary: Current law prohibits an entity from substantially diverting or obstructing the natural flow of, or
substantially changing or using any material from the bed, channel, or bank of, any river, stream, or lake, or
from depositing certain material where it may pass into any river, stream, or lake, without first notifying
the Department of Fish and Wildlife of that activity, and entering into a lake or streambed alteration
agreement if required by the department to protect fish and wildlife resources. This bill would limit the
diversions and obstructions governed by these alteration agreement requirements to the diversions and
obstructions that alter the bed, channel, or bank of a river, stream, or lake.

SB 1112

(Cannella R) Utilities: water and sewer systems corporations: transactions.
Summary: Would require a water or sewer system corporation with less than 2,000 service connections to
receive the Public Utilities Commission's approval before entering into specified transactions valued at
$5,000,000. The bill would provide that if a water or sewer system corporation fails to receive the
commission's approval, the transaction is voidable by the commission until the commission either
retroactively approves or conditionally approves the transaction. The bill would authorize the commission
to delegate this approval authority to a specified division director. This bill contains other existing laws.

SB 1114

(Allen D) Stormwater resource planning: project funding.
Summary: Would, by March 1, 2017, require the State Water Resources Control Board to include as part of
its guidance a list of potential funding sources available to a public agency to fund projects identified in a
public agency's stormwater resource plan.

SB 1170

(Wieckowski D) Public contracts: water pollution prevention plans: delegation.
Summary: Would prohibit a public entity, charter city, or charter county from delegating to a contractor the
development of a plan, as defined, used to prevent or reduce water pollution or runoff on a public works
contract, except as provided. The bill would also prohibit a public entity, charter city, or charter county from
requiring a contractor on a public works contract that includes compliance with a plan to assume
responsibility for the completeness and accuracy of a plan developed by that entity.

SB 1173

(Hertzberg D) Water-conserving plumbing fixtures.
Summary: Current law requires the replacement of plumbing fixtures that are not water conserving, defined
as "noncompliant plumbing fixtures," in residential and commercial real property built and available for
use on or before January 1, 1994, as specified. Current law defines "commercial real property," "multifamily
residential real property," and "water-conserving plumbing fixture" for purposes of these provisions. This
bill would amend the definition of specified noncompliant plumbing fixtures to lower water usage
thresholds.

SB 1248

(Moorlach R) Environmental quality: judicial challenge: identification of contributors.
Summary: Would require a plaintiff or petitioner, in an action brought pursuant to the provisions of CEQA,
to disclose specified information regarding the plaintiff or petitioner in the complaint or petition or in a
subsequent notice. The bill would require disclosure of the identity of a person or entity that contributes in
excess of $100 dollars, as specified, toward the plaintiff's or petitioner's costs of an action. The bill would
provide that a failure to provide this disclosure shall be grounds for dismissal of the action by the court or, if
the failure occurs during a postjudgment proceeding, the denial of attorneys' fees for a successful plaintiff or
petitioner.

SB 1415

(Bates R) California Environmental Quality Act: water projects: exemption.
Summary: Would exempt from the requirements of CEQA drought-oriented projects, as specified, proposed
by one or more public agencies, or a combination of public agencies and private organizations, that have the
purpose of mitigating drought conditions for which a state of emergency has been declared by the Governor
pursuant to the California Emergency Services Act. This bill contains other existing laws.

SB 1456

(Galgiani D) Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Law of 1997: public water systems: financing.
Summary: Current law, for community public water systems and not-for-profit noncommunity public water
systems, allows planning and preliminary engineering studies, project design, and construction costs
incurred by those public water systems to be funded by loans and other repayable financing. This bill would
authorize the above-described costs to be funded by loans or other repayable financing, grants, principal
forgiveness, or a combination of grants and loans or other financial assistance, regardless of whether the
public water system is a community public water system or a not-for-profit noncommunity public water
system, or whether the public water system is owned by a public agency or private not-for-profit water
company.
Total Measures: 39
Total Tracking Forms: 39

Attachment C
RWA High/Medium 2-Yr Bills
3/16/2016
AB 453

(Bigelow R) Groundwater management.
Current Text: Amended: 9/4/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/23/2015
Last Amend: 9/4/2015
Status: 9/11/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was RLS. on 9/8/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Would authorize, until a groundwater sustainability plan is adopted, a local agency that has adopted a
groundwater management plan to impose fees on the extraction of groundwater from the basin to fund costs of
groundwater management and to collect groundwater extraction information, as long as a groundwater management
plan adopted before January 1, 2015, is in effect. This bill would require a local agency to specify in an ordinance or
resolution imposing a fee on the extraction of groundwater from the basin that the fee does not apply to any period
after adoption of a groundwater sustainability plan. This bill contains other existing laws.
Position
Support
AB 647

Priority
HIGH

(Eggman D) Beneficial use: storing of water underground.
Current Text: Amended: 6/30/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/24/2015
Last Amend: 6/30/2015
Status: 7/17/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(10). (Last location was N.R. & W. on 6/30/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Current law declares that the storing of water underground, and related diversions for that purpose,
constitute a beneficial use of water if the stored water is thereafter applied to the beneficial purposes for which the
appropriation for storage was made. This bill would repeal that declaration and instead declare that the diversion of
water to underground storage constitutes a beneficial use of water if the water so stored is thereafter applied to the
beneficial purposes for which the appropriation for storage was made, or if the water is so stored consistent with a
sustainable groundwater management plan, statutory authority to conduct groundwater recharge, or a judicial decree
and is for specified purposes.
Position
Oppose Unless
AB 935

Priority
HIGH

(Salas D) Water projects.
Current Text: Amended: 9/4/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 9/4/2015
Status: 9/11/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on 9/10/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Current law establishes in the Natural Resources Agency the Department of Water Resources, which
manages and undertakes planning with regard to water resources in the state. This bill would require, upon
appropriation by the Legislature, the department to provide funding for certain projects, provided that certain
conditions are met.
Position
Watch

Priority
HIGH

AB 937

(Salas D) Groundwater planning: technical assistance: disadvantaged communities.
Current Text: Amended: 7/16/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 7/16/2015
Status: 8/28/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was APPR. on 8/27/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to provide technical assistance to disadvantaged
communities so that they may participate in groundwater planning, including, but not limited to, plans for regional
groundwater banking, with any county or other local agency.
Position
Watch

AB 1201

Priority
HIGH

(Salas D) Fish and wildlife: Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: predation by nonnative species.
Current Text: Amended: 8/17/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/27/2015
Last Amend: 8/17/2015
Status: 8/28/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was APPR. on 8/27/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Would require the Department of Fish and Wildlife, by June 30, 2016, to develop a science-based plan that
addresses predation by nonnative species upon species of fish listed pursuant to the California Endangered Species
Act that reside all or a portion of their lives in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and that considers predation
reduction for all Chinook salmon and other native species not listed pursuant to the act.
Position
Watch

AB 1242

Priority
Medium

(Gray D) Water quality and storage.
Current Text: Amended: 9/1/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/27/2015
Last Amend: 9/1/2015
Status: 9/11/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was THIRD READING on 9/2/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to increase statewide water storage capacity by 25% by
January 1, 2025, and 50% by January 1, 2050, as specified. The bill would require the department, on or before
January 1, 2017, to identify the current statewide water storage capacity and prepare a strategy and implementation
plan to achieve those expansions in statewide water storage capacity, and would require the department to update the
strategy and implementation plan on January 1, 2018, and every 2 years thereafter, until January 1, 2050.
Position
Support

Priority
HIGH

SB 7

(Wolk D) Housing: water meters: multiunit structures.
Current Text: Amended: 9/4/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 12/1/2014
Last Amend: 9/4/2015
Status: 1/1/2016-Set for Hearing.
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Conc.

Calendar: 3/17/2016 #15 ASSEMBLY MOTION TO RECONSIDER
Summary: Would express the intent of the Legislature to encourage the conservation of water in multifamily
residential rental buildings through means either within the landlord's or the tenant's control, and to ensure that the
practices involving the submetering of dwelling units for water service are just and reasonable, and include
appropriate safeguards for both tenants and landlords. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing
laws.
Position
Watch

SB 20

Priority
HIGH

(Pavley D) California Water Resiliency Investment Act.
Current Text: Amended: 8/26/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 12/1/2014
Last Amend: 8/26/2015
Status: 8/28/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was W.,P. & W. on 8/26/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Under current law, various measures provide funding for water resources projects, facilities, and
programs. This bill would create the California Water Resiliency Investment Fund in the State Treasury and provide
that moneys in the fund are available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for the purpose of providing a more
dependable water supply for California. This bill would create various accounts within the fund for prescribed
purposes.
Position
Watch

SB 163

Priority
HIGH

(Hertzberg D) Wastewater treatment: recycled water.
Current Text: Amended: 9/3/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/4/2015
Last Amend: 9/3/2015
Status: 9/11/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was RLS. on 9/8/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Would declare that the discharge of treated wastewater from ocean outfalls, except in compliance with the
bill's provisions, is a waste and unreasonable use of water in light of the cost-effective opportunities to recycle this
water for further beneficial use. This bill, on or before January 1, 2026, would require a wastewater treatment facility
discharging through an ocean outfall to achieve at least 50% reuse of the facility's actual annual flow, as defined, for
beneficial purposes.
Position
Watch

Priority
Medium

SB 552

(Wolk D) Public water systems: disadvantaged communities: consolidation or extension of service.
Current Text: Amended: 7/7/2015 pdf html
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 7/7/2015
Status: 7/17/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(10). (Last location was RLS. on 7/9/2015)
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Conc.

Summary: Current law, for purposes of the California Safe Drinking Water Act, defines "disadvantaged community"
to mean a disadvantaged community that is in an unincorporated area or is served by a mutual water company. This
bill would allow a community to be a "disadvantaged community" if the community is in a mobilehome park even if it
is not in an unincorporated area or served by a mutual water company.
Position
Watch

SB 554

Priority
HIGH

(Wolk D) Delta levee maintenance.
Current Text: Amended: 1/4/2016 pdf html
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 1/4/2016
Status: 1/27/2016-In Assembly. Read first time. Held at Desk.
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Conc.

Summary: Current law establishes a delta levee maintenance program pursuant to which a local agency may request
reimbursement for costs incurred in connection with the maintenance or improvement of project or nonproject levees
in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. This bill would declare legislative intent to reimburse up to 75% of those costs
incurred in any year for the maintenance or improvement of levees in excess of $1,000 per mile of levee and would
authorize the board to advance funds in an amount that does not exceed 75% of the estimated state share to an
eligible local agency.
Position
Support

Priority
Medium

Total Measures: 11
Total Tracking Forms: 11

Attachment D
2016 RWA Spot Bills
3/16/2016
AB 1794

(Garcia, Cristina D) Municipal water districts: board of directors.

AB 1979

(Bigelow R) Urban water management plans.

AB 1981

(Mayes R) California Environmental Quality Act: environmental impact report.

AB 1986

(Wilk R) Water resources: permit to appropriate: application procedure.

AB 2038

(Gaines, Beth R) California Environmental Quality Act: environmental impact report: substantial
evidence.

AB 2112

(Dahle R) Safe Drinking Water Act.

AB 2241

(Dahle R) State policy for water quality control.

AB 2271

(Quirk D) Energy efficiency.

AB 2335

(Gaines, Beth R) Waste discharge reports.

AB 2357

(Dahle R) Water rights: measurement of diversion.

AB 2470

(Bigelow R) Water quality: organization and membership of regional boards.

AB 2515

(Weber D) Water districts: financial supervision.

AB 2541

(Dahle R) Public utilities.

AB 2543

(Gordon D) State buildings: efficiency.

AB 2570

(Quirk D) Public Utilities Commission: inspection and audit of books and records.

AB 2583

(Frazier D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009.

AB 2603

(Nazarian D) Public Utilities Commission: proceedings: intervenor compensation.

AB 2639

(Garcia, Eduardo D) Water quality: Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act.

AB 2657

(Chu D) Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014.

SB 1096

(Berryhill R) Waste discharge requirements.

SB 1164

(Cannella R) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act: groundwater sustainability agencies.

SB 1328

(Lara D) Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014.

SB 1422

(Glazer D) Water corporations: rate regulation.

SB 1469

(Stone R) Groundwater sustainability agencies.

SB 1472

(Mendoza D) Flood management.
Total Measures: 25

March 23, 2016

AGENDA ITEM 8: RWA MAY 12, 2016 BOARD MEETING
Action: Approve Agenda for May 12, 2016 Meeting of the RWA Board of
Directors

REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thursday, May 12, 2016; 9:00 a.m.
5620 Birdcage Street, Suite 110
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
(916) 967-7692

AGENDA
The public shall have the opportunity to directly address the Board on any item of interest before or during the Board’s
consideration of that item. Public comment on items within the jurisdiction of the Board is welcomed, subject to
reasonable time limitations for each speaker. Public documents relating to any open session item listed on this agenda
that are distributed to all or a majority of the members of the Board of Directors less than 72 hours before the meeting are
available for public inspection in the customer service area of the Authority’s Administrative Office at the address listed
above. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability and need a disability-related
modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the Executive Director of the Authority at
(916) 967-7692. Requests must be made as early as possible, and at least one full business day before the start of the
meeting.

1.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT

3.

CONSENT CALENDAR
a. Minutes from the March 10, 2016 RWA regular board meeting
Action: Approve Consent Calendar Items

4.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS
a. Information: Final minutes of the February 17, 2016 Executive Committee
meeting and draft minutes from the March 23, 2016 Executive Committee
meeting

5.

REGIONAL RELIABILITY PLAN UPDATE
Information Presentation: Rob Swartz, Manager of Technical Services

6.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Information Presentation: John Woodling, Executive Director

7.

NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT STATUS
Information Presentation: Rem Scherzinger, General Manager, Nevada Irrigation
District

8.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

9.

DIRECTORS' COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

Upcoming meetings:
Next Executive Committee Meetings – Wednesday, May 25, 2016 and Wednesday, June
22, 2016, 8:30 a.m. at the RWA office.
Next RWA Board of Directors’ Meeting – Thursday, July 14, 2016 9:00 a.m., at the RWA
Office.
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MARCH 23, 2016
TO:

REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FROM:

JOHN WOODLING

RE:

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

a) Government Affairs Update – RWA and member staff are considering input to provide
to the State Water Resources Control Board for their reconsideration of the water
conservation emergency regulations in April and May. After meeting with SWRCB staff,
we believe that they are open to the idea of relaxing or rescinding the emergency
conservation targets on a regional basis.
RWA and member agency staff are reviewing the draft emergency regulations for
Groundwater Sustainability Plans released by DWR. The deadline for comments is
April 1, 2016. Under the statute, the regulations must be approved by the California
Water Commission by June 1, 2016.
b) Water Efficiency Program Update – Regarding the Emergency Regulation, the State
Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) staff committed to monitor and
evaluate available data on precipitation, snowpack, reservoir storage levels, and other
factors and report back to the State Water Board in March and April 2016 and, if
conditions warrant, bring a proposal for rescission or adjustment of this regulation to the
State Water Board in May 2016. State Water Board staff is meeting with water agencies
and associated organizations (including RWA) across the state to gather ideas on how to
evaluate water supply data and translate that into modifying current conservation targets.
This could include a regional approach for evaluation such as at the hydrologic region
scale. The State Water Board is planning on hosting a public meeting on April 20th to
present a draft proposal and to solicit public comments.
The Water Efficiency Program’s public outreach budget will be supplemented with
$200,000 this year from a Proposition 84 (Round 3) grant. The funding will be used for
advertising buys, events/workshops and customer surveys. The Program has also
been awarded a $2.5 million Department of Water Resources (DWR) Water Energy
Grant. Work has begun on designing the grant program for launch in June 2016. The
program will include direct installs and showerhead giveaways in disadvantaged
communities and commercial, industrial, and institutional fixture rebates.
c) Grants Update – Staff is currently managing seven grants totaling $54.7 million.
Staff is working with DWR to develop and execute a funding agreement for the
$1.757 million grant award from the 2015 Proposition 84 Integrated Regional Water
Management Implementation Grant round. RWA has recently distributed significant
Prop 50 reimbursement checks to members including: $693,000 to the City of
Lincoln; $540,000 to Citrus Heights Water District; and $177,400 to Orange Vale
Water Company. The Prop 50 grant is set to expire on June 30, 2016.
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