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Declining Fish Habitat

Central 
Valley 
dams have 
drastically 
reduced 
habitat.



Steelhead in Danger

Central Valley steelhead listed as 
threatened under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act in 1998 
(status reaffirmed in 2006) 

“New information since 2005 
indicates increased extinction risk.“

- NOAA Fisheries, 2011



Fall Run Chinook in Danger

~ 2500
in 

2008



The Water Forum
2 Objectives & 7 Elements

● Increased Diversions

● Dry Year Actions

● Groundwater  Management

●Water Conservation

● Habitat Management

● Improved Flow Standard

● Water Forum Successor Effort

Reliable Water Supply to 2030 Protect the lower American River



The Water Forum Agreement
Truce Among 4 Caucuses
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Public

Environmental



Habitat Management

• Ecosystem 
restoration 

• Using good science

• Leveraging local 
funds

• Meet mitigation 
requirements
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Riverbed Restoration will 
Strengthen Salmon Runs

By Matt Weiser

More spawning gravel will be restored in the American River starting Tuesday as part of a 
long-running effort to bolster the river's salmon and steelhead runs.

On Tuesday, crews will begin working at Sailor Bar Recreation Area off Olive Avenue to 
clean and sort gravel removed from the river during gold-dredging activity a century ago. 
The gravel will then be put back in the riverbed to restore fish spawning habitat 
destroyed by that mining.

The work involves taking gravel piled on the river banks, sifting it to obtain the size fish 
prefer, washing it to remove 100 years of dirt and other contaminants, then spreading it 
in the riverbed. About 12,000 tons of gravel will be put back into the river.

http://topics.sacbee.com/American+River/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Sailor+Bar+Recreation+Area/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Olive+Avenue/


History of Cordova Creek

Cordova Creek hasn’t always 
been a creek!



Topographic map from 1891
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1911



1911

What’s going 
on?



1950’s: Aerojet in the Region 



When Neil Armstrong Stops by 
Rancho Cordova

”Aerojet has a history in 
Sacramento that stretches back to 
the middle of the last century. 
Back in the 1960s, the company 
employed more than 20,000 
people in Rancho Cordova and was 
a workhorse of the local economy. 
It worked around the clock to 
supply engines for NASA and 
America’s Cold War defense. 
Astronauts such as Frank Borman
and Neil Armstrong stopped by to 
give pep talks to workers.”

-Sacramento Bee



Toxic 
groundwater 

plume

Groundwater pollution comes 
along too

Superfund 
site in 1983



1983 Remediation Created the 
Drain

K-4

Groundwater 

Extraction 

Treatment 

(GET Well)
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In 2016 we naturalized the 
channel



2017 Aerojet Closes 

“Employment has fallen 
precipitously since then. The 
latest round of layoffs, 
announced in March 2015, was 
aimed at trimming 10 percent of 
the company’s jobs nationwide 
over four years. At that point, 
the Rancho Cordova plant 
employed 1,600 people.”

http://www.sacbee.com/news/business/article13132703.html


What will happen to the 
creek?



Making of Cordova Creek



Construction in progress











Native Planting Plan



Native Plants Cross-section



Two Phases Phase 1



What’s Next?



What’s Next?




