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Reclamation Awards Funding to Advance 
Regional Climate Resiliency Projects
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ower American River.

ELK GROVE

RANCHO CORDOVA

ROSEVILLE

AUBURN

GRANITE BAY

FOLSOM

FAIR OAKS

RIO LINDA

LINCOLN

SACRAMENTO

SACRAMENTO RIVER

AMERICAN RIVER

 

Recovery Period

r

Groundwate  Level

Storage Period

Groundwater Level

PreWater
Bank

Level
Water Bank

CITRUS HEIGHTS

DRY PERIOD WET PERIOD

ELK GROVE

RANCHO CORDOVA

The Sacramento region has been 
awarded more than $1.15 million in 
direct funding assistance from the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to advance 
the Sacramento Regional Water Bank 
and River Arc, two projects central to 
enhancing the region’s resiliency to 
climate change. 

“We appreciate our ongoing partnership 
with Reclamation and their funding 
assistance, which will help advance 
two projects that are key to the region’s 
water supply reliability,” said RWA Board 
President Paul Schubert of Golden State 
Water Company.

The Sacramento Regional Water Bank 
is an innovative groundwater storage 
program with the potential to provide 
both local and statewide water 
reliability and environmental benefits. 
The Water Bank will allow the region to 
sustainably increase use of groundwater 
as a local water source during dry 
weather periods, allowing more water 
to flow down the lower American River 
for environmental needs. 

The River Arc project will help the 
region diversify water supplies and 
reduce reliance on the lower American 
River through a new conveyance and 
water treatment facility along the 
Sacramento River. An alternative 

diversion on the Sacramento River was 
supported as part of the region’s historic 
Water Forum Agreement signed in 2000.

Funding is provided through 
Reclamation’s Basin Study Program 
and will allow Reclamation and local 
partners, including the Regional Water 
Authority and Placer County Water 
Agency, to explore how the Water Bank 
and River Arc could increase local water 
reliability while providing Reclamation 
with greater flexibility in operating 
Folsom Reservoir. In particular, funding 
will allow RWA and PCWA to develop 
and evaluate strategies for operating 
the Water Bank and River Arc with 
technical modeling of operational 
scenarios.

Total cost for operations planning 
and technical modeling is in excess 
of $2 million for both projects, with 
Reclamation assistance covering  
about half. 

You can learn more about the 
Sacramento region’s climate resiliency 
projects at rwah2o.org. 

SAVE THE DATE
RWA and SGA  
Holiday Social   

Featuring Special 
Guest Speaker Monica 
Woods, News 10 Chief 

Meteorologist
Thursday,  

December 12, 2019, 6 p.m.

North Ridge Country Club 
in Citrus Heights

Info: Contact Cecilia 
Partridge at (916) 967-7692 

or cecilia@rwah2o.org 

RWA Board of Directors meetings occur 
on the second Thursday of every-other 
month at 9 a.m. Executive Committee 
meetings are held monthly, beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. on the fourth Wednesday. 
Both meetings take place at the RWA 

Board room. You can find meeting 
dates and materials at rwah2o.org.



RWA Grant Application Reaches Final Round
The California Department of Water Resources has authorized RWA to proceed with developing  
a final funding request for an $8.75 million Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) grant.

The IRWM Implementation Grant Program is intended to help local water systems adapt to the 
projected effects of climate change, as well as provide incentives for water providers within  
a watershed to collaborate in managing resources and setting infrastructure priorities.

In the Sacramento region, RWA is seeking funding for conjunctive use facilities such as wells and 
pipelines, water use efficiency measures, and habitat improvements.

RWA’s final grant application is due in December 2019. DWR is expected to issue a final decision on grant funding  
by mid-2020. 

Roseville Invited to Apply for Federal Loan to Bolster Water Supply Reliability
The City of Roseville has been invited to apply for a federal loan 
with the potential to fund six new Aquifer Storage and Recover 
(ASR) wells, as part of its groundwater program, in the next two to 
three years and provide significant benefits to the region’s ability to 
expand conjunctive use. 

Part of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Water 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program, the  
$37 million loan proposed by Roseville would allow the city to: 

n   Expand its ASR program by adding additional wells to both replenish and extract groundwater for basin sustainability and aide 
in regional reliability by actively participating in the Sacramento Regional Water Bank. 

n  Develop a pilot project to evaluate technologies for recycled water program expansion.

“ We are incredibly excited to receive notification from the EPA on the invitation to apply for the WIFIA program,” said Roseville’s Sean 
Bigley. “We are rolling up our sleeves to meet the July 2020 application deadline and taking a close look to ensure our application 
contains the necessary components to meet the goals and objectives of the WIFIA program.”

Local Delegation Advocates for Water Supply Priorities, Federal Funding
A local delegation traveled to Washington, DC in September to provide briefings to 
Congressional representatives on water resources and water supply project priorities 
for the Sacramento region. 

Speaking with more than two dozen legislative leaders and staff in three days, RWA’s 
Jim Peifer, Roseville’s Sean Bigley, Sacramento’s Anne Sanger, and San Juan Water 
District’s Paul Helliker discussed regional priorities such as developing the Sacramento 
Regional Water Bank and explored potential funding avenues for the water bank and 
other initiatives. 

Overall, Congressional members and staff displayed bipartisan support for local water 
resource priorities. Even more, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency officials expressed a clear willingness to collaborate on projects. 



Initial study results were detailed in October during two webinars—the first on climate change challenges, and the second  
on addressing potential climate change effects on water management. Some of the study’s preliminary findings include:

n   The Sacramento region will become 5 to 6 degrees 
hotter by the end of the century.

n   Precipitation is more likely to fall as rain rather  
than snow.

n   Runoff from snowmelt is expected to peak earlier 
in the season (before May), with peak snowmelt 30 
to 60 days earlier, prompting more flood releases 
from Folsom Reservoir and reducing water 
available in Folsom for use during summer and fall. 

n   Water needs for agriculture and residential 
landscaping will increase with higher 
temperatures—by about 7.7 percent for 
agriculture and 7 percent for urban landscaping 
(under current cropping and landscaping 
patterns).

 
 
Next, the study will work to identify and evaluate 
solutions, including specific projects, to address 
climate change challenges with a final report  
expected in mid-2020. 
 
The American River Basin Study is funded by 
Reclamation, PCWA, City of Roseville, City of 
Sacramento, El Dorado County Water Agency, City  
of Folsom, and RWA. More information about the study 
is available at https://www.pcwa.net/planning/arbs

American River Basin Study

Webinars Detail Climate Change Impacts
RWA and several local water providers are partnering with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation on the American River Basin Study,  
a comprehensive watershed-level look at projected climate change impacts on the Sacramento region. 

The study, one of the most sophisticated evaluations of climate change impacts on water supplies in California to date, builds on 
Reclamation’s 2016 Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers Basin Study (SSJRBS). The SSJRBS forecasts the potential impacts of climate 
change on water supply, water quality, and critical habitat within California’s Central Valley.

The American River Basin Study uses the best available science and latest modeling tools to refine and update the SSJRBS data, 
analyses and adaptation strategies for the American River Basin. The ultimate goal is to define water management strategies to 
enhance the Sacramento region’s water supply reliability while improving Reclamation’s flexibility in operating Folsom Reservoir to 
meet flow and water quality standards and protect endangered fishery species in the lower American River.



New Ad Hoc Committees Focus on Federal Affairs, Bay-Delta Plan Update
RWA Board Chair Paul Schubert of Golden State Water Company has appointed two new ad hoc committees to focus on exploring 
RWA’s role in federal affairs and protecting the region’s interests in the state’s Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan Update (Bay-
Delta Plan). While the use of ad hoc committees is not new, RWA Executive Director Jim Peifer is encouraging their development in 
order to focus the expertise of members on specific hot topics and provide insight for a new RWA strategic planning process in 2020.

Federal Affairs Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Sean Bigley of the City of Roseville, is charged 
with making recommendations to the RWA Board on RWA’s role on federal matters and advising 
the Executive Director on federal issues. Specifically, the committee will be exploring how a federal 
affairs program might be structured within RWA, resources that would be needed, limitations on 
involvement in federal/regulatory matters, and the effort’s immediate needs and priorities.

In addition to Bigley, members include Vice Chair Anne Sanger (City of Sacramento), Evan Jacobs 
(California American Water), Hilary Straus (Citrus Heights Water District), Marcus Yasutake (City of 
Folsom), Andy Fecko (Placer County Water Agency), Dan York (Sacramento Suburban Water District), 
and Jennifer Buckman as committee counsel. The committee is expected to sunset with the 
strategic plan update.

Voluntary Agreement Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Kerry Schmitz of Sacramento County Water 
Agency, is tasked with overseeing the participation of RWA and its Executive Director in the Bay-
Delta Plan Voluntary Agreement negotiations. The committee will make recommendations to the 
RWA Board and Executive Committee for defining the RWA role and commitment of resources. 

In addition to Schmitz, members include Steve Nugent (Carmichael Water District), Jim Abercrombie 
(El Dorado Irrigation District), Marcus Yasutake (City of Folsom), Andy Fecko (Placer County Water 
Agency), Sean Bigley (City of Roseville), Anne Sanger (City of Sacramento), Dan York (Sacramento 
Suburban Water District), and Paul Helliker (San Juan Water District). 

RWA Tapped to Provide Expertise on Water Resiliency
Several RWA experts were recently asked to provide their thoughts and  
expertise on developing resilient solutions for California water management.

Executive Director Jim Peifer was invited by the State Water Resources Control Board to participate in a 
panel discussion regarding drought actions that should be considered for the Governor’s Water Resilience 
Portfolio Initiative. The listening session, held in September, focused on drought response strategies and 
outcomes, and recommendations to state agencies for how to better prepare for future droughts.

Manager of Technical Services Rob Swartz in August presented an overview of the Sacramento 
Regional Water Bank to the California Water Commission. After the presentation, the commission declared 
the water bank to be consistent with Proposition 1, the California Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Act approved by voters in 2014, making the bank eligible to receive federal funding under 
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act. A video of Swartz’s presentation can be 
found at minute 08:32 at https://tinyurl.com/CWCwaterbank

Swartz also was invited to serve as a panelist for the commission’s listening session on the Governor’s 
Water Resilience Portfolio Initiative, addressing the question, “Is SGMA a potential governance model for 
developing local or regional climate resilient portfolios of actions that could be combined to produce a 
statewide plan? What about other models?”



Legislative Update
Assembly Bill 402 (Quirk): RWA maintained an Oppose Unless Amended position on this bill for much of the legislative 
session and, ultimately, prevailed in its positon. 

The bill would have established a funding stabilization program for Local Primacy Agencies (LPAs), which oversee small (15-199) 
connection water systems at the county level. This bill proposed to restructure existing fees on these systems and hand authority 
to collect them to the State Water Board. Of great significance, the bill designated drinking water fees as the funding source for 
the stabilization program, raising questions about the limitations on the Water Board’s authority to assess drinking water fees on 
all public water providers. 

Later in the legislative session, the bill’s author submitted amendments limiting access to the program, providing greater 
oversight over program participants and requiring participating LPAs to identify water systems that are candidates for 
consolidation. Ultimately, the bill died on the Senate Appropriations suspense file.

Senate Bill 1 (Atkins): SB 1 was intended to stop Trump Administration rollbacks on various environmental and labor 
protections by incorporating Obama-era federal protections into state law. However, the bill also was likely to undermine Bay-
Delta Plan Voluntary Agreement negotiations, which have been championed by the Newsom Administration. Critically, the bill 
could have required changes in Folsom Reservoir operations that would have hindered the goals of the American River Voluntary 
Agreement to improve conditions for fall-run salmon and steelhead. Ultimately, the bill cleared the legislature and was vetoed  
by Governor Newsom. 

For the latest information and RWA’s legislative positions, visit RWA’s website at rwah2o.org or contact RWA Legislative and 
Regulatory Affairs Program Manager Ryan Ojakian at (916) 967-7692 or at rojakian@rwa.org.

Emerging Water Quality Standards for PFAS 
Key Messages Available to RWA Members
The State Water Resources Control Board in August  
announced updated guidelines for local water providers 
to follow in detecting and reporting the presence of 
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic  
acid (PFOS) in drinking water. 

PFOA and PFOS are fluorinated organic chemicals that are part  
of a larger group of man-made compounds referred to as per 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). These chemicals have 
been used extensively in products such as carpets, clothing, 
fabrics for furniture, paper packaging for food, fire-fighting 
foams, and other materials (like cookware) that are designed  
to be water proof, stain-resistant, or non-stick.

The updated guidelines lower the level at which water providers 
must notify their governing boards and local governing agencies 
about the presence of these chemicals from 14 parts per trillion 
(ppt) to 5.1 ppt for PFOA and from 13 ppt to 6.5 ppt for PFOS.

The State Water Board’s action stems from Assembly Bill 756 
(C. Garcia), which takes effect January 1, 2020, and allows the 

Water Board to require monitoring of PFAS and prescribes a 
notification process for a confirmed detection of PFOA/PFOS.  A 
second bill—AB 841 (Ting)—became a two-year bill continuing 
into the 2020 legislative session and is expected to focus on 
PFAS in food packaging.

In combination with AB 756, the Water Board’s current and 
pending actions will require water providers to note the 
detection of PFOA or PFOS in their annual Consumer Confidence 
Reports if found at the notification level, and notify customers/
take the water supply out of service if found at the response 
level. Response levels are currently 70 ppt for PFOA and PFOS 
combined but lower levels are expected to be announced before 
the end of 2019. 

RWA will continue to closely monitor these emerging standards, 
and in the meantime, developed key messages as a resource for 
RWA members to use in responding to public or media inquiries 
about the new guidelines. You can request messages from 
RWA Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Program Manager Ryan 
Ojakian at (916) 967-7692 or at rojakian@rwa.org.



RWA Hosts Water Resource Climate Resiliency  
Tour for State Legislative Staff

RWA hosted a tour for legislative staff in October to share information about the 
region’s work to enhance climate resiliency through water banking and efficiency 
while protecting and restoring the environment in the lower American River.  

Hosted in partnership with the Water Forum, the tour explored the Water Forum’s 
newly-completed habitat restoration project at Sailor Bar near Fair Oaks. The project 
placed more than 10,000 cubic yards of gravel into the lower American River and 
carved a new side channel to create protected places for salmon and steelhead to 
spawn and raise their young. Guests also learned about the region’s efforts to address 
water quality, flood protection, and ongoing water efficiency programs. The tour 
culminated with a presentation on the Sacramento Regional Water Bank, the region’s 
key climate adaptation strategy.

Northern California Tour for Congressional Staff Highlights 
Regional Capabilities
Local water providers recently joined water interests in the Sacramento Valley and San Joaquin County Delta to host a three-day 
Northern California Water Tour for Congressional staff. 

From October 8-10, guests travelled throughout the American River region, San Joaquin County, and the Sacramento Valley to 
learn about the water resource challenges, priorities, and innovative projects underway and under consideration by local water 
stakeholders. 

In the American River region, speakers from nine local agencies provided perspectives on the region’s foundation in the Water 
Forum, unique capabilities for conjunctive use and groundwater banking, and the federal role in the Water Forum and groundwater 
management. Guests experienced conjunctive use first hand with a groundwater well tour in Roseville and a Folsom Dam tour 
led by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation before moving into the upper watershed the next day to learn about forest watershed 
management and the River Arc Project, and touring the Freeport Regional Water Authority on day three. 

The tour was hosted by the cities of Folsom, Roseville and Sacramento, Sacramento County Water Agency, Sacramento Suburban 
Water District, San Juan Water District, Placer County Water Agency, San Joaquin County, Northern California Water Association,  
and the Sacramento River Settlement Contractors with support from the Regional Water Authority and Water Forum.



Partnerships Continue to Maximize Water Efficiency 
Resources, Messaging
RWA’s Water Efficiency Program was established with the idea that 
water providers could maximize resources and customer services 
through collaboration. The program has expanded this principle to 
public, private, and non-profit partners. 

Water Efficiency Program News

Local Experts: Additional partners in 2019 have included the Sacramento Tree Foundation, Green Acres 
Nursery & Supply, and “The Plant Lady” Marlene Simon, which were featured in new “Ask the Expert” videos 
used in RWA’s paid advertising buy on Facebook and the Google Display Network. You can check them out  
at BeWaterSmart.info or our YouTube station at https://www.youtube.com/user/BeWaterSmartinfo/videos 

Sacramento River Cats: This year, RWA continued its long-standing partnership with the Sacramento River 
Cats to promote water efficiency tips to the more than 557,700 people attending games and other events  
at Raley Field each year. During the 2019 season, outreach messaging appeared in restroom signage, 
advertising in the “Inside Pitch” program, during games with “Lucky Row” giveaways of moisture meters,  
and on River Cats social media sites. 

Water Providers: RWA partnered with five local water providers to promote checking soil moisture before 
turning on sprinklers in local newspapers throughout the Sacramento region throughout the summer. RWA 
covered costs for graphic design and half of the direct costs for advertising in the Elk Grove Citizen, Sacramento 
Bee, Folsom Telegraph, West Roseville News, and West Sacramento News Ledger. Many thanks to the Elk Grove 
Water District, Sacramento Suburban Water District, and the cities of Folsom, Roseville, and West Sacramento 
for your partnership!

Learn more at sswd.org

Free moisture meters are available
3701 Marconi Avenue, Suite 100,  
Sacramento, CA 95821

CHECK THE SOIL 
AND SAVE

2020 Water Spots Video Contest Challenges Students to Be a Leak Detective
The Water Spots Video contest challenges young filmmakers to create 
compelling and original 30-second Public Service Announcement (PSA) videos 
about using water wisely. The 2020 theme is Be a Leak Detective.

Winning videos will earn cash prizes for both students and their teachers and 
the chance to premiere at local movie theaters. In addition, the top video at 
each school and three teachers that submit the most videos will each receive 
Amazon gift cards (eligibility rules apply).

Water Spots is open to middle school and high school students attending 
schools in Sacramento, Placer, and El Dorado counties and the City of West 
Sacramento that receive water from a participating water agency. Judging 
will be based on creativity, entertainment value, accuracy, originality and 
incorporation of the 2020 water efficiency topic. 

The deadline to receive entries is Friday, March 13, 2020. Details are available at BeWaterSmart.info/waterspots.

5620 Birdcage Street, Suite 180
Citrus Heights, CA 95610
(916) 967-7692 www.rwah2o.org


