
WATER CONSERVATION DURING THE 2021 DROUGHT
Sacramento-area water providers are committed to promoting water conservation during this severe 
drought and recognize that we can do more. However, we also understand that this drought is different in 
several critical areas, and that these differences significantly impact current water use patterns. 

This Drought is Different Conservation in 2021 is facing several unique challenges, including:

Residents WILL 
Answer the Call—
but conservation is  
not like a light switch
We know through experience and 

research that residents will answer 

the call to conserve, but we need 

to give it time to be reflected in 

consumption numbers. During the last 

drought, residents achieved some of 

the highest water conservation levels 

in the state, achieving 12 percent of 

the state’s total water savings with 

only 5 percent of the population. The 

recent Save Our Water public opinion 

survey demonstrated that people are 

concerned about drought and taking 

action. But, conservation is not a light 

switch. It takes time for individual 

actions to reflect in the regional 

consumption patterns. 

Taking Action
Urging Conservation: The Regional Water Authority issued a regional call for 15 

percent conservation. Many individual agencies are asking for more, including 20 percent 

from Fair Oaks Water District and the cities of Roseville and Folsom.

Increasing Rebate Amounts: Water-wise rebate applications are setting new records 

and booming at several agencies, including the cities of Sacramento and Roseville, and Placer 

County Water Agency, thanks in part to increased rebates—some of which have doubled.

Raising Awareness through the Media and Advertising: Local agencies have 

placed several RWA-sponsored opinion editorials in the Sacramento Bee, including the August 

1 piece, “Everyone in the Sacramento Region Must Conserve Water.” And, RWA’s Be Water 

Smart program shifted to drought messaging and added new grant-funded advertising. 

These efforts include a unique partnership with ABC 10’s Monica Woods to deliver weekly 

water-smart tips, and advertising on KOVR CBS 13, Capital Public Radio, high-traffic billboards 

throughout the Sacramento region, and Spanish-language radio and television. 

Promoting Tree Care: RWA is continuing its partnership with the Sacramento Tree  

Foundation to promote proper care for trees during drought and recently produced  

a new video on caring for young  

trees. “Stress Your Lawn, Save  

Your Trees” is one of the campaign’s 

major messages.

�More secure water supplies for people: Since the last drought, local water providers have completed 17 local drought 

resiliency projects with help from state grant funding. These created interties, redundancy, and recharge, allowing water providers 

to more easily shift to using groundwater and share water with communities in need. 

A later start: Drought conditions appeared later (in May 2021 compared to January 2014). As a result, conservation 

messaging in 2021 began in June, with the Governor’s request for conservation coming in July.

A lower starting point for savings: Regional water use is down 13 percent compared to 2013.



January February March April May June July August September October November December
Average Precipita=on 3.5704 4.0352 2.8422 1.9391 1.0252 0.1604 0.0552 0.0270 0.1143 1.0752 2.1470 3.7161
2015 Precipita=on 0.04 2.06 0.17 1.63 0.56 0.09 0.02 0 0 0.24 1.53 2.51
2021 Precipita=on 3.46 1.7 2.44 0.16 0.01 0 0.29
Average Temperature 47.56 50.84 55.07 58.88 65.25 72.26 76.50 75.05 71.52 63.03 53.11 47.27
2015 Temperature 48.50 54.70 60.50 59.90 63.00 76.40 76.50 75.50 72.80 68.10 49.80 46.60
2021 Temperature 48.6 51.2 52.6 60.6 67.6 73.8 78.045

June 2021:
17 days over 90 degrees
3 days over 100
30 days over average temp.
June 2015:
21 days over 90 degrees
6 days over 100
16 days over average temp.

July 2021:
28 days over 90 degrees
8 days over 100
31 days over average temp.
July 2015:
X days over 90 degrees
X days over 100
X days over average temp.

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
2014 0.51 6.89 2.91 2.16 0.22 0.46 0.23 0 0.44 0.42 1.5 8.66
2015 0.04 2.06 0.17 1.63 0.56 0.09 0.02 0 0

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
2014 50.6 53 58.2 61.4 68.3 74.3 77.7 75.2 72.4 65.9 54.9 51.7
2015 48.50 54.70 60.50 59.90 63.00 76.40 76.50 75.50 72.80

Precipita=on and Temperature, Average (1998-2020), 2015 and 2021 
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A Case Study for Climate Change
This year demonstrates how climate change impacts are real. This drought is more severe 

than the last one. Unfortunately, the next one is likely to be worse. The good news is that 

local water providers are working hard to prepare and adapt. The region’s water providers 

have developed a comprehensive water resilience portfolio called WaterFuture, which 

encompasses our entire ‘supershed’ from the mountain tops of the American River watershed to the groundwater basin below the valley 

floor. You can learn more about this at rwah2o.org/WaterFuture.

Hot Summers Drive 
Water Consumption
We know that weather drives water consumption 

in the Sacramento region. Landscape water use, 

in particular, plays a huge factor in the region’s 

overall water consumption. During the long 

summer months, water use in the Sacramento 

region triples as temperatures frequently reach 

100 degrees and consumers increase landscape 

watering. However, during winter, the region’s 

water use is on par with other areas of the state. 

2021 is Running Hotter and Drier 
Precipitation this year is lower than average, 

which prompted an earlier start to the 

irrigation season (March-April compared to 

April-May). However, June and July were the 

warmest on record in California and over 

6 degrees warmer than the 20th-century 

average. The Sacramento region in 2021 has 

endured 45 days over 90 degrees and 11 

days over 100 degrees in June-July.

Key Factors in Regional Water Use
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For more information about water efficiency in the Sacramento region, visit rwah2o.org or 
BeWaterSmart.info, or contact RWA Water Efficiency Program Manager Amy Talbot at 916.967.7692.


