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WELCOME

Introductions

• Name
• Organization
• Favorite

Summer 
Movie



BE WATER SMART

Agenda

• May 2023 Meeting Notes
• UC Davis SmartLandscape Presentation
• SB606/AB1668 and Reporting Regulations
• Break
• Program Updates – Variety of Topics
• Agency Announcements/Adjournment

• Lunch @ 12:30 pm
• SmartLandscape Tour @ 1:00 pm
• Networking

BeWaterSmart.info



BE WATER SMART

Meeting Notes

BeWaterSmart.info

• May 2023
• Approve and post online?



UC Davis
Smart
Landscape
Project



606/1668 
Regulation



BE WATER SMART

Basic Update

• SWB recommendations are more stringent that DWR 
recommendations but give more time

• Much worse for our region because they reduce 
outdoor budgets
• lower ETAF in 2035, effective rainfall, etc.

• CII BMP Performance Measures are confusing and 
overkill – could be an opportunity for a series of 
regional programs

• Not anticipating big changes from summary released 
in March 2023

BeWaterSmart.info



2020 55

2025 47

2030 42

Individual system 
standards on 
SWB website

Threshold 
5% of 

budget





Governor’s Water Supply Strategy – Goals for 2040



BE WATER SMART

RWA Concerns

BeWaterSmart.info

• Beyond efficiency to achieve water savings/reduction
• Single component versus overall compliance
• 2035 Outdoor ETAF = to MWELO/planning standard
• Effective rainfall – availability of data from DWR
• Limited Provisions

• Urban tree health
• Surface water augmentation and groundwater recharge



BE WATER SMART

RWA Concerns

BeWaterSmart.info

• ENERGYSTAR portfolio for CII categories
• Top 20% and 2.5% of customers by CII categories
• Assessment data quality concerns – 50% no target
• SWB Objective Tool  - had meeting with SWB staff
• Assumes same level of savings can be achieved in past and 

future



BE WATER SMART

Formal Rulemaking

BeWaterSmart.info

• Simple regulation draft and SRIA released
• Workshop scheduled for August 16th?
• Formal rulemaking starts with 45-day comment period

• 15 day comment periods after any changes until its done

• Expected to take a year but…honestly I have no idea.



BE WATER SMART

SB 606/AB 1668 Supplier Budgets-Next Steps

• Reporting Timeline
• January 1, 2024
• Data used could be 2024 calendar of 2023/2024 fiscal year
• Per WC Sections 10609.20 and 10609.22, an urban retail water supplier is 

required to calculate its UWUO and actual water use for the prior year no 
later than January 1, 2024, and by January 1 every year thereafter. These 
calculations are to be based on the urban retail water supplier’s water use 
conditions for the previous calendar or fiscal year. 

• Presentation at CalWEP’s Plenary – August 31st-  about potential 
reporting formats

Source:  https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/2018-Water-Conservation-
Legislation/Performance-Measures/UWUO_GM_WUES-DWR-2021-01B_COMPLETE.pdf 

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/2018-Water-Conservation-Legislation/Performance-Measures/UWUO_GM_WUES-DWR-2021-01B_COMPLETE.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/2018-Water-Conservation-Legislation/Performance-Measures/UWUO_GM_WUES-DWR-2021-01B_COMPLETE.pdf


BE WATER SMART

Open Questions

BeWaterSmart.info

1. Anything else we didn’t talk about?

2. Knowing what you know now, what do you think you 
will need with implementation?

• RWA Master Services Agreements with Consultants? 
• More CIMIS stations



BE WATER SMART

New CIMIS Stations?

BeWaterSmart.info

• CIMIS = CA Irrigation Management Information Systems

• Why is it important? 
– Used to measure local rainfall, temp, ET for 606/1668

• Issue
– We only have one centrally located station – Fair Oaks, Phoenix Park
– One in Auburn as well

• Solution
– More stations to provide more locally accurate data
– Potential Sites

• Elk Grove/Unincorporated Sac County
– WildHawk Golf Club ----Meeting with DWR this month
– Valley Hi Country Club ----2 potential locations

• Lincoln/Auburn area – Up Next for Researching
– Cost: $13,000 per site

–





Program 
Updates



BE WATER SMART

Land IQ CII DIM Landscape Measurement

• Land IQ incorporating comments into final drafts

• Map and excel tables for each supplier

• August delivery

• Project expectations

• DWR is still planning on providing measurements



BE WATER SMART

Toilet Saturation Study

• Finished modeling

• Reviewing results by suppliers
• Overall efficient toilets and DAC efficient toilets
• 1.6 gpf or less ******60-70% saturation for most suppliers
• 1.28 gpf or less *****30-40% saturation for most suppliers

• Reviewing supplier profiles this week

• Includes Program recommendations by supplier

• Expect final report in 1-2 months





BE WATER SMART

Indoor Direct Installation Program
Phase 2 –RFP Released on July 7th

BeWaterSmart.info

• Urban Community Drought Relief Grant funding
• Multifamily and Commercial/Institutional, DACs

• DAC Census Blocks versus tracks with other grant

• Toilets, urinals, showerheads, & aerators
• 20,000 fixtures total
• $2.1M budget
• Project timeline – January 2024-April 2026

• Need help reviewing responses – Need volunteers 
please
• Review panel August 7-11th

• Send any potential customers to me!



BE WATER SMART

Grant Update

BeWaterSmart.info

• Awarded $3M from Urban Drought Grant (March 2023)
• 2.8 years to implement 
• $2.1M for DAC Direct Install – RFP Released!
• $338,000 for Public Outreach/Focus Groups – USING NOW
• $500,00 for turf removal/irrigation rebates (pass through)

• Agreements out for supplier signature



BE WATER SMART

Brewery Partnership

BeWaterSmart.info

• Outreach Materials Toolkit
• Summer/Fall focus
• Coaster are HERE!!
• Sign up to visit list
• Newest brewery to join:

Jack Rabbit in West Sacrament
• Media events – Urban Roots

        Solid Ground

















BE WATER SMART

Before and After Landscape Upgrade Pics

BeWaterSmart.info

• We are looking for additional before and after 
home landscape upgrade pictures for the toolkit

–



BE WATER SMART

BERC Certification

BeWaterSmart.info

• Business Environment Resource Center
• Serve most of our region
• Businesses can get certified for being environmentally 

conscience
– Water Conservation
– Energy Conservation
– Pollution Prevention
– Solid Waste Conservation
– Transportation/Air Quality

• DWR connection
• Reviewed water conservation criteria and provided edits
• Something we can promote to customers and connect 

rebate programs
• Mentions Water Wise House Calls
• Just getting started

–



BE WATER SMART

Green Gardener

BeWaterSmart.info

• Reviving the Green Gardener training 
• Partnership with Joanna at UC Cooperative Extension
• Focus on landscape maintenance
• Stepping stone for further training like QWEL
• Qualification versus certification
• Aimed at landscapers
• Offer in English and Spanish
• Monica/Don – any additional details?

–



BE WATER SMART

School Education Grant 

BeWaterSmart.info

• Partnership with Michelle @ NorCal School of the Arts
• Grant funded $300,000 for classroom/community events
 from Capital Region Creative Corps
• Work with local artists to develop shows about water 

efficiency
• Need city of Sacramento approval – expected to happen
• Sacramento, Yolo and El Dorado counties
• Using program funding to extend to Placer County
• Fall 2023 – September 2024

–



BE WATER SMART

Nonfunctional Turf Legislation

BeWaterSmart.info

• AB 1572 (Friedman)
• Definition of nonfunctional turf
• Focus on CII and multifamily, no single family residential, but maybe HOAs
• Customer certification
• Tiered implementation timeframe
• State and local enforcement options

• Next Steps
– CalWEP, MWD and others in support

    

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1572


BE WATER SMART

Native Plant  Legislation

BeWaterSmart.info

• AB 1573  (Friedman)
• Native plants for new or renovated nonresidential areas – not less than 25% 

by 2026 – project landscape area
• Excluding recycled water areas and edibles

• Workgroup to understand what it would take to get to 75% by 2035

• RWA concerns 
– Industry capacity and plant health/scaling
– No idea of current native plant offerings
– Redundant with MWELO

• Next Steps
– RWA/ACWA not in support
– MWD looking to support    

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1573


BE WATER SMART

DAC Budget Legislation

BeWaterSmart.info

• AB 1072  (Wicks)
• 40% of water efficiency budget dedicated to DAC programs
• If 10% or less DACs, can change to 10% requirement
• By 2025
• Wholesale and retail suppliers
• Focus on direct install, landscapes, time of purchase
• Can use regional entity to comply
• If you don’t meet requirements, not eligible for state grants for any project

Next Steps
– Two-year bill – watching for now   

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1072


BE WATER SMART

Drought and Conservation Reporting

BeWaterSmart.info

• State Water Board
• DRINC portal is supposed to be closed by August 1st

• Continue monthly conservation reporting through SAFER
• Workshop about new reporting on July 13th

• More workshops in future – split policy and general use
–



Register here:  
https://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/members/2023symposium/registration 

https://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/members/2023symposium/registration


RWA is hosting!

New Website!



UC Davis Bee Haven

• Summer Tour

• Posted on BWS

• Plant lists for year-
round bee food

• Resources

• www.bewatersmar
t.info/residential-
resources/ 

https://bewatersmart.info/residential-resources/
https://bewatersmart.info/residential-resources/
https://bewatersmart.info/residential-resources/


Limited 
to 20 
folks



BE WATER SMART

WE MOVED!

BeWaterSmart.info

• RWA office moved! 2295 Gateway Oaks Drive, Sacramento

• Conference room  for public outreach
meetings

• Travel for RWEPAC meetings

• Plenty of Parking

• Phone numbers same



BE WATER SMART

Water Taste Test Results

BeWaterSmart.info

…And the 2023 winner is...

City of 
Sacramento



BE WATER SMART

2023 RWEPAC Meetings

Date
January 10, 2023

March 14, 2023

May 9, 2023 @ RWA

July 26, 2023 @  UC Davis SMARTLandscape

September 12, 2023 @ Sacramento

November 9, 2023 @ TBD
December 5, 2023 – Holiday Social

Holiday Social: @ The Old 

Spaghetti Factory, Rancho 

Cordova, 11:30 am – 2:00 pm.  All 

water efficiency staff are invited.

Networking Luncheons Location

April 11th El Tapatio 

June 21st Tres Hermanos 

October 10th Canceled due to Delta Bluegrass Tour



BE WATER SMART

Retirement Soiree for Don Smith

BeWaterSmart.info

• Red Bus Brewing Company
• Folsom
• August 17th
• Starts at 4:30 pm
• This is not an RWA sponsored event



Announcements
& Events
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